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Naše České Dĕdictví (Our Czech Heritage)   

Wisconsin Czechs, Inc.    

The Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. was organized to promote the cultural achievements 

of the Czech and Slovak people. This is achieved through the study and celebration 

of the art, music, literature, language and history of the lands.  

Organized in 1978, the club is cultural and non-political. Membership is open to all 

persons of Czech, Moravian or Slovak ancestry and those interested in 

Czechoslovakian heritage.  

Our ancestral home is made up of the Czech Republic including the provinces,  

Bohemia and Moravia. The Slovak Republic, to the east of The Czech Republic, is 

also a part of our heritage.  

The Wisconsin Czechs’ activities include the promotion of the Czech heritage and  

culture through four meetings held each year, and attendance and participation in  

other ethnic festivals and events in the state.   

The Wisconsin Czechs sponsors a scholarship program.  

The scholarships are financed through the selling of cookbooks which include 

ethnic recipes. Scholarships are awarded to qualifying high school seniors who are 

members or have a parent, or grandparents who are members of the Wisconsin 

Czechs, Inc. and have been members for at least the past two years.   

Meetings: Masopust, Scholarship, Pout’ and Christmas   

 Officers 
President 

Debby Hansen (2026) 
(414) 828-2111
debbyhansen2015@gmail.com

Vice-President 
Joe Kvitek (2026) 
920-242-8659
joekvitek@gmail.com

Secretary 

Phyllis Ripley (2027) 

(920) 327-3101

swoz75aol@gmail.com

Treasurer/Membership 

Gail Johanek 

(920) 455-9875

Ucetni7552@gmail.com

Board Members 
Pam Kronforst (2025) 

(920) 639-8795

pmccrarykronforst@ymail.com

Josh Ledvina (2026) 

(920) 609-6162

jledvina80@yahoo.com

James Young (2027) 

(920) 619-5920

jamesyoung1426@gmail.com

Scholarship Chairperson 
Betty Schleis 

(920) 863-8232

jackbettys@yahoo.com

Historian 
Sally Teresinski 

(920) 582-7836

sallyteresinski@outlook.com

Pageant Chairperson 
Susan Krubsack 

(920) 637-0302

susank1029@hotmail.com

Cookbook/scholarship 

Carol Vengrowsky 

(920) 639-8115

Jeanvs04@yahoo.com

 Newsletter Editor 
Tom Cook 

(920) 835-5607

franann@bayland.net

Cover photo: The collecting of carp from the ponds 
near Prague.  The carp are taken live to the markets 
in the cities where they are puchased live and taken 
to people’s homes. Then they are place in fresh 
water and eventually prepared for the Christmas 
eve meal.  The fried carp are served with a potato 
salad which is unique to each family. 
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President’s Message 

Happy Fall Everyone. 

It is hard to believe that it is late October 
already.  Where has the year gone? 

As an organization, we are doing well.   
Membership is stable; thank you to all of 
our members.  Funds are solid and 
members continue to cherish and share 
the Czech heritage.   

We have enjoyed 3 wonderful programs 
this year and looking forward to our 
Christmas banquet in December.  Once 
again, Emily Sculliuffo will share her 
musical talent with us playing an array of 
piano selections while we enjoy the gift of 
each other.   Susan Krubsack made 
delicious kolaches for every attendee at 
Pout’. Many of us ate the kolache as our 
appetizer!  The day was lovely in every way; 
we welcomed the 2025 WI Czech queen, 
Maya Hernandez, to our meeting.  Maya 
shared a message and then beautifully 
sang a Czech song.  

The holidays will be upon us before we 
know it as well as the transition in our 
weather.  Please stay safe and warm. Enjoy 
the holidays, friends.  

Deb Hansen 

President, WI Czechs Inc. 

Wisconsin Czechs, 

Inc. Treasurer's 

Report as of 5-22-25 

by Gail Johanek  Debit   Credit  Balance 

  Checking #8863 on 5-21-25  748.48$     

Income

membership 228.00$     

Pout reservations 1,350.00$  

Dance 220.00$     

Donation 52.00$     

Cookbooks 60.00$     

Returned check fee 32.00$     

Pins and stickers 7.00$    

Transfer from savingss 1,000.00$  

Expenses

EnvisionInk (July /August 

newsletter 565.54$     

K-City Pub (Pout' Dinner) 1,262.70$  

J. Voelker Band 650.00$     

S. Krubsack (kolaches) 70.00$     

Oratory Award 100.00$    

Full Sail Solutions URL 85.00$     

G. Johanek (postage,

copies, ofs. Supplies 43.55$     

Gift cards 100.00$    

State filing fee (form 5) 40.00$     

Total Checking 780.69$     

Savings #1301 on 5-21-25 7,430.69$    

Income

Cookbooks 20.00$        

Silent Auction 230.00$     

50/50 raffle 140.00$     

Donations 1,280.00$  

Interest 4.49$    

Expense

Transfer to checking 1,000.00$  

Total Savings 8,105.18$    

Certificate of Deposit  on  5-

21-25 16,450.67$     

Interest 162.25$     

Total CD 16,612.92$     

Grand Total 25,498.79$     
Airal view of Holubov 
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 Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. 
Membership meeting minutes: pout’ – October 10, 2025 

 Mass at 10:00.  General meeting at 11:00.  Meal at noon. Jerry Voelker Band 1-4:30. 
Meal prayer, Ruth Prochazka. Officers: Debby Hansen, Gail Johanek, Phyllis Ripley, Joe 
Kvitek, Josh Ledvina, Betty Schleis, Jim Young, Pam Kronforst.  

I. Pledge of Allegiance
II. Introduction of Special Guest, Wisconsin State Czech Slovak Queen, Maya Hernandez.

Maya is 18 years old from Wisconsin Rapids. She sang to us a beautiful song in Czech.
III. Acknowledgement of Chair Jim Young and K-City Pub and Grill staff along with Sue

Krubsack for kolaches. Sixty-four people attended dinner. Twenty-two attended the dance.
IV. Approval of Scholarship Banquet Meeting Minutes May 4, 2025, at the Swan Club. Jim

Young made a motion to approve, Ruth Prochazka seconded motion, motion passed.
V. Reports :

A. Treasurer’s report filed for audit, Gail Johanek
B. Membership Gail Johanek, 188 members, 64 paid in advance.
C. Pageant report Sue Krubsack, none.
D. Scholarship report Betty Schleis' next applications for Scholarships February/March 2026
E. Website report Ann Cramer, none. She would like someone to take over website.
F. Cookbooks/Historian Sally Teresinski would like someone to take over the cookbooks.
G. Newsletter Update: Tom Cook's November/December newsletter is due by 10.24.2025.

At the last mailing, Tom sent out 117 e-mails of the newsletter and 16 came back.
VI. Unfinished Business

A. Gaming license for Czech raffles. Gail has not had any response from the Gaming Commission.
  Paperwork submitted. 

B. Sound system: Tom Cook will purchase 8 microphones for $130.
VII. New Business

A. We need to replace one board member [at the conclusion of her 3-year term] Pam Kronforst, Joe
Kvitek will look for a replacement. Debby will look to replace website coordinator Ann Cramer and
Cookbook coordinator, Sally Teresinski

B. Charlotte Lucas will be at the Kewaunee Public Library on August 18th at 2:00 pm doing a
PowerPoint presentation about her visit to the Czech Republic in the Domažlice area.
The presentation is open to any interested members. Czechs Packer Fan Club will attend

 the first 2 games of the season. 
C. Upcoming Czech Events

 Christmas Dinner at Rock Garden, December 7, 2025, with Emily Sculliuffo, a free-lance pianist 
 playing holiday and Czech background music. 

 Next Board Meeting 
 Our October board meeting will be via email. Four of our board members will be unavailable to 

        attend.  Date TBD.  
 Adjournment David Soukup made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Joe Kvitek; motion 

  passed. 
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Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. Scholarship News  for 2025 By Betty Schleis 

The Wisconsin Czechs, Inc.  announces that four scholarships of $750 each will be awarded in 
2026.  The scholarships will be given to 2026 graduates from public, private, or home-schooled.  The 
scholarships are open to any graduating senior whose parent or grandparent is a member in good 
standing of Wisconsin Czechs, Inc.  The scholarships will be awarded during the second semester of the 
student’s freshman year of college.   A transcript of the first semester grades and the current mailing 
address at the second semester must be forwarded to the scholarship committee chairperson.  The 
scholarship will then be forwarded. 

The deadline for receiving  scholarship applications  is  the  second  Monday in  March , 2026 .  Any 
application with  a postmark  date after the second  Monday  in  March,  will  not  be considered.  To send  
for  a  scholarship  application,  please  send  the request  and a self-addressed  stamped  envelope  to: 
Betty Schleis,  N1441  Knutson  Road,  Denmark,  WI  54208-7717. 

Cookbooks By Sally Teresinski 

Vařte s námí: Cook with Us and Dobré Chutnán! Good Eating! 

The red cookbook, completed in 1984. The white, in 1996. 
The books are companion books; there is no recipe duplication. About 1,100 recipes which 

are ethnically Czechoslovakian are available in both books. Each has an alphabetical 

index. Represented are the Czech Republic & Slovakia.  Proceeds and donations support 

the scholarship fund. The books are available at the following businesses: 

Algoma Motors, Algoma, WI 

Book Nook, Manitowoc, WI 

The Czech Connection/J. Vogel@tm.net 

Kugel’s Cheese Mart, Lena, WI 

NCSM&L, Cedar Rapids, IA 

Olde World Pastries Plus, Little Suamico, WI 

LocoWisco@gmail.com  

To purchase cookbooks by mail, check our website: www.wiczechs.com or contact Carol 

Vengrowsky. Each cookbook costs $20.00 plus postage determined by weight for media 

rate. (Originally 4th class) 

New Cookbook/scholarship Chairman Named By Sally Teresinski 

This introduction to my replacement is the official announcement of the Wisconsin Czechs 

Committee chairman for the cookbooks/scholarship program. Please welcome Carol Vengrowsky who 

accepted the chair with enthusiasm and good attitude to serve the Wi Czechs. This program was set in place in 

1984 to provide funds for scholarship winners. And the program is alive today. I believe Carol will enliven it to 

continue its growth.   Carol’s contact information: Cookbooks/scholarship committee chairman 

Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. 

% Carol Vengrowsky 

(920) 639 - 8115
Jeanvs04@yahoo.com
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Vitejte 

Welcome New Members: 

Paul Blahnik Lombard, Illinois 
Sarah DiMezza Denmark, Wisconsin 

Upcoming Wisconsin 

Czech Events 

Dekuji mnohokrát

Thank you very much to the following people who made 

donations to Wisconsin Czechs, Inc.: 

Betty Schleis Donated to the scholarship fund 
Winner of the 50/50 raffle from the Pout’ donated his 
winnings back to the scholarship fund 
Thanks to everyone who help set up the raffle and 50/50 
drawings for Pout’ 

December 7, 2025 Christmas meeting and election of a Board member- Rock Garden, Greem Bay 

February 15, 2026 Masopust 

Election Information 

The election for the board member position of Pam Kronforst who term is ending will be held at the Christmas 

meeting. If you are interested in running for this position, contact Joe Kvitek at joekvitek@gmail.com .ff 

At present we have one Candidate , Gayle Kronfort. Gayle is a former board member. He is active in the 

Mishicot Historical Society snd Two River’s Sister City program. He has been a Wisconsin Czech, Inc. member 

for 8 years 

Bulletin Board 

The Czech Club is looking for a volunteer to be our website editor for our website www.wiczechs.com . 

Duties are: 

1. Putting the dinners on the event page along with the reservation form.
2. Putting photos on the photos page.
3. Update the officer’s pictures.
4. Add old and new newsletters on the newsletter page.
5. Receive inquiries from people asking for information.
If you are interested please contact me, Phyliss Ripley at swoz75aol@gmail.com

Phyllis Ripley 

Seeking information – a new member, Sarah DeMezza is seeking information about her great-grand parents; 
Louie and Katherine Hruska and the farm they operated on AB across fro the cheese plant. Sarah and Andy 
are restoring the house and will be at the Christmas dinner fpr you to share information with. – reference 
Hruska; Skubal, St. Lawrence events. 

Seeking information – Martina Pincova (the lady who made Ann’s Kroi) is seeking information for her family 

tree and has tracked some members of her family who moved to Two Rivers, Manitwoc and Green Bay. We 

will have her chart at the Christmas dinner if anyone has any information on the following family lines: Peter 

Joseph Neidl 1903 -1955; Joseph P. Neidl 1880 – 1921; David Paul Neidl 1968 – 2012 ; Dora Dufek 1846 1923. 
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Trip to the USA 
By Jiri Kupilik 

From September 10th to 22nd, our group from Domažlice (ten students and three teachers) went on an exchange 
stay to the sister city of Two Rivers, Wisconsin. 

We flew from Munich Airport directly to Chicago, where we spent the first three days. We visited the most famous 
sights (e.g. the Willis Tower, the Buckingham Fountain), but the most important part of the program was a 
performance at the T. G. Masaryk Czech School, 
where we played for the president of the 
association, Andrew Bultas. There we met several 
Czechs living in Chicago and the descendants of 
Czechs who had previously emigrated, and their 
children thus have Czech roots that they do not 
forget. The very next day, we visited the Czech 
Consulate in Chicago, where we were invited by 
Consul Ondřej Pometl. 

On September 13, we moved to the sister city of 
Two Rivers, Wisconsin. After an official reception at 

the town hall, we were treated to a variety of 

activities prepared by the sister city committee, 
teachers and volunteers. For example, we went fishing on the river, kayaked to see a sunken shipwreck, visited the 
city's police and fire stations, and toured the workshop of Brandan Gauthier, who created a commemorative 
plaque commemorating the liberation of our region from the Nazi siege. We also visited the church and cemetery 
in Stangelville, one of the original Czech villages in the USA. 

On September 17, we moved to host families, where we lived for the rest of our stay. As part of the program, we 
visited L. B. Clarke Middle School and Two Rivers High School. We looked at both classes and school events 
related to the current homecoming week. We ourselves participated in sports games and a cultural program,  

Getting instructions in preparing to kayak out to a 
shipwreck in Lake Michigan. 

group.J

 Performing at the reception at the Washington House.  
Jiri Kupilik 

 
the author of this article is in the center of the 

group. 

A folk dance was performed as part of the 
entertainment by the students at the reception at 
the Washington House. 
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during which we together with the students from the Two Rivers HS performed the composition ‚“Visitors on 
Stage“, that included the Largo from the Dvořák’s New World Symphony, our song about Domažlice and the Two 
Rivers High School anthem. Among other things, we also played at the Ethnic fest on September 21, at L. B. Clarke 

We would like to thank all the citizens from Two Rivers - for your care and the attention, that you gave us. We were 
absolutely thrilled. We are so happy, we could meet you, see your culture, your town. We gained so many new 
friends. We truly enjoyed every moment with you. We look forward to fPurther cooperation and the arrival of our 
American friends to Domažlice in the spring of next year. Thank you!!! We miss you and can´t wait to see you! 
*********************************************************************************************************** 

Czech – Slovak Packer Fan Club trip to see the Packers in 2025 

The Czech – Slovak Packer fan club 
had a busy agenda after arriving in 
Chicago on 9/5/25.  Attended the 
Chicago Cubs game – 9/6/25; 
Detroit – Green Bay game 9/7/25; 
Viking – Bears game 9/8/25; tour of 
Rawhide Ranch 9/9/25; Lambeau 
Field – Packer Hall of fame tour 
9/10/25; Wadhington – Green Bay 
game 9/11/25; Ohio – Michigan game 9/12/25; Canton - NFL Profootball Hall of Fame tour 9/13/25;  
Chicago – Detroit game 9/14/25; Leave Detroit for home 9/15/25.  I was hoping to meet up with them 
when they were visiting the Packer Hall of Fame, but was unable to do so. 

************************************************************************** 

   Family Connections 

In 1920 the last letter between the Hartl/Selner families arrived from Czechoslovakia.  

Czechoslovakia in 1918 had become a nation in its own right. Communists took control of 

Czechoslovakia in 1948. In 1975, family members joined Elmer Přibyl’s 3rd trip to Bohemia.   

Czech families from NE Wisconsin hadn’t seen their families for decades and were anxious to 

meet them. Members of the Selner family, of Frank Selner, then passed, were on that trip. No 

connections were made. More letter writing and then the families met in 1984. Visits over the 

years brought the families in contact, along with letter writing and eventually emails. Frank 

Selner is dad to me and Donald Selner.  

In July of this year I received an email from Martina Hartlová, granddaughter of Karel 

Hartl, Frank Selner’s cousin, that she was planning to come for a visit. She and Vojta Kadlec 

visited the US for the first time, got a rental car, visited NYC and Washinton DC and then made 

their way to WI. My grandmother, Katherine Hartlová Selner, is buried at Pine Hill Cemetery at 

Spruce. Donald drove us to Oconto County to visit cemeteries and the home where our 

grandmother lived with grandfather, Adam Selner. What tickled me is that the young people on 

that day exchanged emails. I hope the connections will stay alive.  Sally [Selner] Teresinski. 

The Czech – Slovak Packer fan club 
visit the Packer Proshop as part of 
their visit to Wisconsin and the U.S. 
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Harvesting Carp for Christmas Eve Meal 

Picture this: Daybreak on the shores of a ginormous South Bohemian Pond. Dozens of commercial 
fishermen have already been hard at work for several hours, and their barrels are brimming with pike, 
tench, catfish, perch and, of course, tons of carp, that illustrious freshwater “delicacy” that has a starring 
role in the holiday season here. Most of us are 
accustomed to seeing large pools of live carp pop up 
around Prague at the beginning of December as people 
scurry to prepare their Christmas feasts. However, the 
whole process really gets underway about two months 
earlier on the banks of hundreds of so-called fishponds 
scattered throughout South Bohemia

Výlov rybníku – loosely translated to mean “fish 
harvesting” – dates back to the Middle Ages, when 
many of these ponds were first built by monasteries to 
breed carp for Lent. It took a couple of hundred more years, however, to turn fish harvesting into a serious 
business.  

Today, this beloved tradition is a much-anticipated fall cultural event with many commercial fisheries 
eagerly encouraging residents to come survey the action at their ponds – a misleading term as many of 
these “ponds” are several hundred acres wide. The fun typically includes refreshments (many fishermen 
are reportedly partial to slivovice, so plenty of that is usually on offer). There are also small markets set up 
along the shore where you can buy handcrafts or pick out your holiday meal – dead or alive. 

But the big draw of these events continues to be the tireless stream of activity surrounding the harvesting 
ponds. Despite the mud, the cold temperatures and rainy weather, výlov rybníku events never fail to 
attract hoards of delighted spectators. 

For those who sleep late on weekends, there is good news: Fish harvests are generally all-day affairs. So 
regardless of if you roll in with the sun or way past 
lunch, there will still be a lot to enjoy. In fact, some 
of these ponds are so large that it can literally take 
anywhere between a couple of hours to a couple 
of days to completely drain them of fish, according 
to Milota. 

“If you come early you can really see how amazing 
it is to catch fish, and you will see a lot of 
fishermen in their traditional dress,” says Anička 
Mrázová, who has been attending Czech fish 
harvests for years. “The reason I attend these 
events is the atmosphere – early morning, cold hands with hot tea, the amazing work of the fisherman, 
fresh fish and so on.” 

The carp earmarked for the Christmas rush are carefully trucked to special nurseries to await their debut 
on the streets of Prague and other cities around the country later this year. Carp is expected to cost 
around 75 CZK per kilo this holiday season. 
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Christmas Carp 
History & recipes for this Czech Christmas tradition 

Christmas and Carp go together like a hand and glove, at least when considering what Czechs and 
Slovaks refer to as a traditional Christmas. Surprising to some, Austria and the French Alsace region have 
also been consuming carp as a part of their Christmas tradition. In what is now Czech Republic, first 
mentions of carp for Christmas stretch as far back as the 17th century. Widespread consumption, 
however, is traced to the 19th century. The original fried carp recipe, still used to this day, has been 
attributed to Magdalena Dobromila Rettigová (1785-1845), who is considered by many to be the mother 
of Czech cuisine after having compiled recipes which now characterize the food Czechs call their own. 
What about the Carp and its history? The Carp is perhaps one of the oldest domesticated fish species 
and forms an indispensable part in the inland fishing industry in Europe. In 2002, the Czech Republic 
alone exported some 16.6 thousand tons of Carp throughout the continent. Carp cultivation in the Czech 
lands dates back to more than seven centuries ago while elaborate aquatic conditions were since 
created and adjusted to accomodate for the popularity of the fish. It has gained a reputation for quality 
meat, fast growth, and relatively low maintenance needs. 
Despite the Carp being here for so long, eating meat in general was considered a luxury, and the custom 
of eating carp at Christmas Eve was not popular until the 19th century. Most common folk would 
consume simple dishes like houbová kuba, zelná polévka (cabbage soup) and other, predominantly non-
meat dishes. The earliest methods of baking the carp were generally done on white wine or vinegar (na 
modro – on the blue) or alternatively on a sweet prune sauce with ginger bread (na černo – on the black). 
The custom of frying carp on a large scale is usually attributed to the period immediately after the Second 
 World War. Czechs and Slovaks eat the fried carp with bramborový salát (potato salad) and do so on the 
24th of December, i.e. the Czech Christmas Eve. 

Purchasing your Christmas Carp, the Scales, and the Bathtub 
Purchasing your Christmas carp is a very simple task. All it takes is waiting 1-2 weeks before Christmas, 
where those who have not witnessed it yet will notice fishermen selling carp on many street corners all 
around Prague. Regardless of whether you wish to feed your entire house or just yourself, the fishermen 
will offer you just what you need. Some Czechs prefer to gut the fish at home while others leave the dirty 
job to the fishermen selling the Carp. What you are left with, in that case, is the fish, usually without its 
head and ready to portion as necessary. Make sure that you do not forget to grab a Carp scale to dry and 
then keep in your wallet. A scale from the Christmas carp is believed to bring good fortune for the 
upcoming year.  
For those who wish to skip the hastle of Christmas frenzy, large shopping supermarkets like Albert 
(Chodov) sell carp all year-round. They will do a fine job of preparing it for you to freeze and use on 
Christmas. In contrast, some Czechs prefer to buy Carp earlier and keep it alive before preparing it. In 
such a case, the purchase of the Carp takes place a day or two before Christmas day. While still alive, the 
Carp is placed into a bathtub to cleanse it. You will find many Czech movies (such as Pelíšky) depict this 
very scene. To many expats, seeing this for the very first time will leave a lasting memory very few will 
forget. After all, where else would one come across such a custom? 

An acquired taste 
Many people who have never tasted carp, or other freshwater fish, will find the taste different to that of 
saltwater fish. Some dislike it, some love it. It is a matter of opinion as many consider it a very tasty fish to 
eat and prefer it to saltwater fish. Compared to a freshwater pike for example, it is a fattier fish that, if 
prepared correctly, will not offend anyone who likes fish. It‘s known for being bony, which puts some 
people off as it can be a tedious task to get rid of the bones while eating. As one may suspect, the 
preparation methods are diverse. You will find that one Czech family will prepare the Carp with skin, the  
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the other family without skin, one will use a breading, while other families use just  flower or pepper. 
Simply said, there is no one way of preparing and flavoring carp. However, there are methods which have 
gained most popularity. Perhaps trying several methods will produce one you will grow to like. 

Below are some of the most popular Carp recipes for you to consider along with the inseperable potato 
salad to go along with it. 
Fried Carp Recipes 
Breaded Fried Carp (one serving) 
300g carp (uncleaned) 
10g salt 
20g flour 
¼ egg 
0.05 liter milk 
40g breadcrumbs 
100g vegetable oil 
 Debone, remove skin and clean fish, pat dry. Dip cleaned fish filets in salt/flour mixture, then egg/milk 
mixture, and finally breadcrumbs. Fry slowly in hot oil until golden brown. 

Naturally Fried Carp (one serving) 
300g carp (uncleaned) 
10g salt 
1g white pepper 
20g butter 
5g garlic 
100g vegetable oil 
 Debone, remove skin and clean fish, pat dry. Salt and pepper the filets, then brush with melted 
butter/mashed garlic. Fry slowly in hot oil until done. 

Potato Salad (one serving) 
200g potatoes (peeled and diced) 
20g carrots (peeled and diced) 
20g celery (cleaned and diced) 
20g parsley root (peeled and diced) 
20g gherkins (diced) 
10g onion (peeled, blanched, and diced) 
1g salt 
2g vinegar 
2g sugar 
1g pepper 
20g mayonnaise 
20g natural yogurt 
10g lemon juice 
 Boil potatoes, carrot, celery and parsley root until tender. Drain liquid, add gherkins and onions. Add the 
rest of the ingredients and mix well. When complete, refrigerate before serving. 

Written by Jan Purkrábek Published on 16.12.2011 15:08:27 (updated on 16.12.2011) 
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In Search of My Family History By Tom Cook 

As a fourth and fifth grader I was always intrigued by the strange writing and words in a magazine my 
father received; Western Fraternal Life.  I asked him to read some of the articles to me, but there never 
seemed to be time.  He only said that they were about his insurance.  I did figure out from the cover the 
names of the months and started using them for the dates on my school papers.  Another item that 
interested me was that the people from the area he grew up in always called him Kuckers not Cook. 
When asked about it he said that it was our family name before thay changed it to make it simpler.  So, 
the fasination with my family history on my father’s side was there from an early age. 

Then with the involvement with high school activities, sports, and college studies the time for delving into 
family history was put aside.  That is until dating my wife.  My aunt Mary who usually didn’t approve of 
much that I did was enthused about the girl she called Anna even though I corrected her saying her name 
was Ann.  There also were the conversations she had with my father in the Czech language that I knew 
were about us.  The only English was “What was the wedding date”.  What she knew was that Ann also 
had a Czech background. 

So once again the search for family history took a back seat to career and family responsibilities.  That is 
until the early 90s when we started working with international students; several of them being from the 
Czech Republic and Slovakia. With career and family responsibilities winding down I started a more 
earnest search for family history (unfortunately my father had passed away by this time).  Attending 
genealogy sessions, joining ancestory.com, doing genealogical searches online, finelly joining Wisconsin 
Czechs, Inc. and asking older cousins what they knew I slowly begin to piece together information. 

Using ancestary.com, family Tree maker, searches of newspapers and land record searches I was able to 
complete the family tree from 1871 when my great-grandparents settled in Manitowoc County.  From the 
book Czech Immigration, Passenger list 1846 - 1879  by Leo Baca I found that they left from the German 
port of Bremen on the ship Herman and arrived in New York on August 5, 1871.  But that is where it ended 
for quite a few years.  Where they from the Domažlice area as so many of the families in the Manitowoc 
and Kewanee areas were? But there were no connections there. 

The breakthrough came when I asked  to join a Zoom session on Czech genealogy  hosted by Susan 
Chapman  and Don Skarda of the Milwaukee Sokol.  I signed up early and received an e-mail from Susan 
asking what I knew about the family history.  I told her what I knew: that they came in 1871 on the ship 
Herman, left from Bremen, Germany and had two children with them – a 6-year-old and a 9-month-old.  
She used that information and searched the ship’s passenger list finding 
that several passengers came from the same area and village, Holubov.  
Then it was a search for church records locating the baptismal records of 
the two boys which matched their birth dates. 

That information led to searching those communities and information 
about them over several years and planning a trip to the Czech Republic to
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visit those areas this past summer (Ann already has been in touch with her family for several years and 
has met and visited with them on several of our trips in the past). 

The planning started last summer after returning from a trip to the Czech Republic with the group from 
Two Rivers sister city program last May.  In February we firmed up the dates in July that would work for 
both us and our son, Joel, who was going to meet us there.  With the dates that would coincide with his 
vacation we searched for and obtained reservations for the hotels in the area we would be in.  We 
obtained a car rental reservation as we wanted freedom to schedule our trips on our own timeline. 

Finally, the date came to leave, July 9th.  With a short layover in Dublin, we arrived in Prague early in the 
morning of July 9th.  We waited for a good part of 
the day for the hotel shuttle to pick us up, when 
they didn’t,  we decided to take a Uber, a much 
better choice.  We spent three days In Prague 
visiting Prague Castle, the farmer’s market 
along the Vltava River, restaurants and 
shopping.  Joel and Ann explored Prague in the 
afternoons while I returned to the hotel to 
continue another passion: searching for the 
lyrics in Czech language of many of the popular 
songs of the 60s, 70s, and 80s. 

On Monday we left for Holubov which is 
approximately one and a half hours south of 
Prague near Česky Krumlov, a major resort area.  
From the information I had my Great-grand 
parents lived in house #4 with 4 other families 
before they left for the U.S.  Holubov is a small 
village (pop. 690) with neat will maintained colorful 
homes.  After finding house #4 (thanks to GPS) and 
taking some pictures Ann approached two elderly 
women sitting on a bench in front of their home.  
Ann asked them if they spoke English which they 
didn’t.  However, Joel used the translation app on 
his I-phone to ask them questions about hose #4 
in the Czech language.  This then prompted them 
to take out their I-phones and translated their 
answers back to us in English.  So, with the 
language gap bridged thanks to the translation program on the I-phone these two ladies offered to show 
us around the village.  This led to an invitation to visit the mayor’s office where again the conversations 
and questions were conducted via I-phone.  The mayor, Roman Kudláčrlz, who is mayor of three small 
villages in the area (Holubov, Krasetin pop. 177, and Trisov pop. 211) who have formed one administrative 
unit.  While having my questions about my relatives having 

(above) House #4 in Holubov where my great-
grandparents lived with four other families 
before leaving for th U.S. 

The two 
ladies with 
Ann helped 
show us 
around the 
village and 
eventually 
led to a 
meeting with 
the mayor. 
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(Left) The mayor, Roman Kudláčrlz, help put me in touch with the person who kept the Kuchar family 

records. (Right) The original spelling of my family name. 

lived in the area two things occurred. The first is being introduced to his secretary whose last name was 

Svoboda, the same as my Aunt Mary’s last name. The second was about the original spelling of my last 

name and pronunciation. While the pronunciation was okay the spelling was not as it contained some 

letters that while in the Czech alphabet are not in the English alphabet. When asked about anyone in the 

area with that last name he said yes and that this person was a keeper of past family records. He further 

stated that this person did not speak English, but that he lived with his daughters who spoke English very 

well and that he would contact him if we wished. With a call from the mayor, this person said that he 

would be happy to search in the records he kept for the name and information on my great-grandfather. 

With address in hand, we went outside the village proper to meet at his location. When we met with him 

and his daughter, he brought this large book that had recorded in it all the family members from the 

Holubov area back to the 1600s. However, we could not find a name and date that would match the 

information I had on my Great-grandfather. He said he could be the son of one of the older members of 

the family who moved to a different village where their family information would be recorded. While this 

didn’t provide me with the information, I was hoping it did give some leads to follow up on for further 

research. 

(Left) Searching for my great-great grandfather name where the records date back to the 1600s. (right) 

Explaining what happened after they moved to the U.S. 
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Once we were taken to the location of the person who made the Kroi (her shop was part of their home).  
We explained our situation and asked if she could make a Kroi for Ann.  She said  yes, but it would be a 
while as she was finishing several kroi and repairing  some she needed to finish before the folklore festival 
and St Lawrence procession.  She then explained the different kroi and material.  She also used her young 
daughter to model them for us.  We ended with purchasing a kroi to be made for Ann. 

The next day we traveled to Karlovy Vary the location of the healing baths and spent the day exploring that 
area. 

The following day we returned to Prague and spent the time shopping, picking up some last-minute gifts, 
and packing for our return trip including getting an extra suitcase.  Ann and Joel returned the rental car, 
and we made arrangements for an Uber driver to take us to the airport for our 7 Am departure. 

While I didn’t find the information, I was hoping for about my family history I did get the information and 
questions that I need to continue the search.  The other unexpected events and coincidental contacts 
and events were a real plus.  More than enough to make me want to start planning another trip. 

S 

Ann’s cousin and her son who have 
helped us get around the Domalize 
area.  Ann has stayed in touch with her 
cousin since they have meet in 2003 

The former mayor and present mayor (Slanislav Antos) 
who we have met through the Sister City program both 
in Domalize and Two Rivers. 

(left) sign on Martinia’s 
home identifying her as 
a maker of Kroj for the 
Chod region.(right) 
selecting the fabric 
and patterns for Ann’s 
Kroj 
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The Village of Holubov 

The first settlement in the area known in detail was the hill fort near Třísov - 
the Celtic oppidum (settlement, town). The Celts (Gauls) inhabited the area 
from the 3rd-4th century BC. It was built around 60 BC on an area of about 26 
hectares. The inner rampart, built of clay and stones and reinforced with 
wooden poles, was 7 meters wide at the base and 4 to 5 meters high. The 
inhabitants were engaged in agriculture, raising cattle, sheep and horses. 
Crafts developed, they knew how to smelt ore and made tools and weapons 
from bronze and iron. After their departure before the invasion of the 
Germanic tribe of the Marcomanni and after the campaigns of the wild Huns, 
the Slavic tribe of the Doudlebi settled here from the east in the 4th-7th 
century. 

The village has been around for a long time and was under the rule of the 
Vítkovci and Rožmberks . The first mention of the village dates back to 1379. 
There was a manor here in the times of the elders, which disappeared in1501 
and it remained deserted. It was mentioned as early as 1383. The name is 
probably given from the aforementioned Holubov dvór, which belonged to 
the Dívčí kamen estate . 
The village of Holubov is located in the Český Krumlov district, approx15 km 
from Český Krumlov . It is spread out in the foothill valleys, along 
the Vltava River and the Křemžský stream, and belongs to the Blanský 
Forest complex . The early employers of Holubov were agriculturlal, but later 
iron work was added.  In 1841 an iron ore smelter was built by Vojtěch Lanna, 
Framtíšek Klavík, and Jan Procháyka.  It lasted from 1841 to 1878 and 

employed about 120 people 
The Holubouský Artypa was built by Frantíšek Sklař on the ruins of the iron works in 1945–1946 and produced 
printing and paper goods.  It was nationalized under the communist with the name South Bohemia Paper mills.  
The owner was not compensated for this.  It is currently owned by the company Artypa doing printing and 
production of folding boxes,  In 1980 it went through moderization and continues production today. 
The other major employer was the Hobubovský Mill started in 1721 by miller Melmer.  In 1913 it was purchased by 
farmers Jan Valenta (Kuchař), Wenceslas Dítko (Klima) and Tomáš Frojda (Hanuš) who formed a cooperative and had 
182 members in 1945.  In 1953 the mill had to be handed over to South Bohemian Mills.  After two years the mill was 
closed, and the equipment was dismantled and taken away.  In 1958 the Holubov JZO  took over the mill and used it 
as a wharehouse for grain. 
Some old customs persist among the inhabitants, and several traditional holidays are celebrated throughout the 
year, such as Shrove Tuesday, Easter with snorting and pomlázka, maypole making, and post-festival entertainment. 

The flag representing the village of 
Holubov (Holubov means dove) 

(left) The longest train tressel in the Czech Republic built by Hobubovský Mill.  (Right) Parade in the 2025 Masopust 
parade through Holubov 

A former defence tower today 
used as a resturant and hotel. 
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This is the crash site of Lt. Virgil P. Kirkham, the last recorded American USAAF piolot 
killed in Europe during WWII. It was Lt. Kirkham’s 82 mission and one he volunteered to 
go on. 
At the time this 20-year-old Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. November – December (Listopad – 
Prosinec) 2025 page 9 
pilot’s P-47 Thunderbolt plane was shot down, a young 14 year old Czech girl, Zdenky 
Sladkove, was so moved by his sacrifice she made a vow to care for him and his 
memory. 
For 65 straight years, Zdenky, now 79 years old, took on the responsibility to care for 
Virgil’s crash site and memorial near her home. 
On May 4th, 2010, she was recognized by the Mayor of Zdenky’s hometown of Trhanova, 

Czech Republic , for her sacrifice and extraordinary effort to honor this American hero. 

Note – Trhanova is about 4 miles west of Domažlice. 
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Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. Christmas banquet/meeting 

Date: Sunday December 7, 2025 

Where: The Rock Garden 

1951 Bond St. (off Taylor Street north of 

Fleet Farm West) 

Green Bay, WI 

Time: 10:30 - 11:00 am Social Time 

11:00 – 12:00 Membership Meeting 

12pm: Dinner 

12:00 – 2 PM Entertainment – background 

piano classics, holiday and broadway favorites 

and Czech songs played by Emily Sculliuffo 

 Menu: 
Serving buffet style with: broasted chicken, dressing,

vegetables, mashed potatoes with gravy, potato salad, 

coleslaw, cranberies, fresh fruit, fresh vegetables crudites 

with dill dip, dinner rolls, coffee and iced tea, assorted 

dessert bars and cookies 

Cost: Dinner with tip included: 

Adults: $25.00 

Children: ( 4-10 years old) $15.00, 3 and under Free 

Return this portion ------------------------------------- Return this portion ----------------------------------------------
I / We wish to renew our membership in the 

Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. 

Please find $_______ for my /our membership 

dues for ____ years through the yr. 20_____. 
Annual membership dues are $12.00 per person. 

Gifts 

I/We would like to contribute a donation. 

to the following fund: 

Scholarship Fund $___________________ 

Pageant Fund $ ______________________ 

I/We would like to make a donation $___________ 

in memory of:______________________________ 

Name: __________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________ 

City:_________________________State:_______ 

Zip: ________Email:________________________ 

Phone: _______________Cell: _______________ 

Comments:________________________________ 

Reservation for Christmas Banquet
Please return by: Friday, November 28, 2025 

Name:____________________________________ 

Name: __________________Phone #___________ 

Guests:___________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

# adults attending ____@ $25.00 ea = $__________ 

# children to 4-10yrs old) ___@ $15.00 ea = $______ 

Total amount sent in: $______________________ 

Reservation fees are Non-Refundable 
Write checks payable to Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. 

Return Paid Reservations and/or Memberships to: 

WI Czechs 

Gail Johanek – Treasurer 

1008 Nicolet Ave. 

Green Bay, WI 54304 

A traditional Czech Christmas Eve meal of fried 

carp and potato salad. 

Please wear traditional Czech and 
Slovakian Kroij, vest.  We are trying to 
revive what was traditionally worn. 
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