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Nase Ceské Dédictvi (Our Czech Heritage)
Wisconsin Czechs, Inc.

The Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. was organized to promote the cultural achievements

of the Czech and Slovak people. This is achieved through the study and celebration
of the art, music, literature, language and history of the lands.
Organized in 1978, the club is cultural and non-political. Membership is open to all

persons of Czech, Moravian or Slovak ancestry and those interested in

Czechoslovakian heritage.

Our ancestral home is made up of the Czech Republic including the provinces, PANY — 2
Bohemia and Moravia. The Slovak Republic, to the east of The Czech Republic, is - S ro b
also a part of our heritage. oy

The Wisconsin Czechs’ activities include the promotion of the Czech heritage and . e :
culture through four meetings held each year, and attendance and participation in e

other ethnic festivals and events in the state.
The Wisconsin Czechs sponsors a scholarship program.
The scholarships are financed through the selling of cookbooks which include

ethnic recipes. Scholarships are awarded to qualifying high school seniors who are
members or have a parent, or grandparents who are members of the Wisconsin
Czechs, Inc. and have been members for at least the past two years.

Meetings: Masopust, Scholarship, Pout’ and Christmas

Officers
President
Debby Hansen
(414) 828-2111
debbyhansen2015@gmail.com

Vice-President

Joe Kvitek
920-242-8659
joekvitek@gmail.com

Secretary

Phyllis Ripley (2027)
(920) 327-3101
Swoz75aol@gmail.com

Treasurer/Membership
Gail Johanek
(920) 455-9875

Board Members

Pam Kronforst (2025)
(920) 639-8795
pmccrarykronforst@ymail.com

Josh Ledvina (2026)
(920) 609-6162
jledvina80@yahoo.com

James Young (2027)
(920) 619-5920
jamesyoungl1426@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Tom Cook

(920) 835-5607
franann@bayland.com

Send information for the April - May newsletter
by March 28, 2025
to: franann@bayland.net

phone: (920) 835-5607

For information regarding this
organization, Czech food, Czech
music and links to other Czech
sites go to: www.wiczechs.com

Website Editor

Ann Cramer

(920) 979-3551
cramerann@ntd.net

Scholarship Chairperson
Betty Schleis

(920) 863-8232
jackbettys@yahoo.com

Cookbook & Historian
Sally Teresinski
(920) 582-7836
sallyteresinski@outlook.com

Pageant Chairperson
Susan Krubsack
(920) 637-0302
Susank1029@hotmail.com

Cover photo: Carnival Praha held annually in the
days leading up to lent has Baroque-inspired
traditions of masked balls and costomed street
parades.
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Preaident’s Message Wisconsin Czechs, Inc.
Treasurer's Report as of 1-18-
Dear Fellow Czechs, P
2025
| thank all of you for your help in 2024 in | by Gail Johanek Debit Credit Balance
continuing the mission of the Wi Checking 8863 on 9-18-24 $  776.97
Czechs, Inc. The Board was outstanding | |ncome 9-19-24 - 12-31-24
with willing hands ar.1d hearts. We held Membership $  662.00
4 events last year with attendance Dinner Reservations $ 1,202.00
ranging from 50 and 58 at each event. Donations $  42.00
We are seeking new venues for 2025 Savings transfer $  300.00
and hoping to have more of our meals Expenses
be ngch based. We. are steanast in State of Wis. (filing fee) $  40.00
providing 4 scholarships to assist Envision (newsletter + $ 765.89
students. Our cookbook sales are solid. | stipends)
A new sound system has been Gift Cards (outgoing board $  125.00
approved. Yay! We so needed ourown | . ompers)
sygtem. Many thanks to Tom Cook for Debbie Hansen (Christmas $ 3946
doing so much work to always provide a | gecorations)
sound system fqr every meeting/event. E. Sculliaffo (Christmas $  190.00
Nowl we may enjoy bfackground Czeph entertainment)
music during our soqal hour, or.prowde Rock Garden (Christmas $ 1,285.88
recorded polka music as we’d like. Our Dinner)
finances are stable as we.look forward Kroc Center (Kolache and $  105.96
to a wonderful 2025 bonding with our music)
h friends. Today our membership is
?ggc S - y . : ; G. Johanek + S. Teresinski 5 11459
. Stay warm; spring is on its way! (postage/office supplies)
Debby Hansen, Total Checking $ 316.19
President WI Czechs, Inc. Savings 1301 on 9-18-24 $ 7,850.66
Income
4 Cookbook sales S 623.38
L mnohokvat
De/k’“ﬂ Dinner $30.00
Thank you very much to the following people Donations $ 152.00
who made donations to Wisconsin Czechs, Speaker fund $ 78.00
Inc. Membership S 60.00
Interest S 5.01
Dolores Klister to the scholarship fund in
f Deacon Bud Klister. Expenses
memory o ’ Transfer to savings $ 300.00
Kathy Moens donated to the Scholarship and Total Savings $ 8,499.05
pageant fund. Certificate of deposit 9-18-24 B $ 15,929.72
Gloria Kaminecki donated to general fund Interest $ 199.39
Total CD $ 16,129.11
Grand Total S 24,944.35

Vitejte
New Member:

Karen Karstaedt - Mishcot,WI
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Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. Christmas Dinner and Membership Meeting
Rock Garden Sunday, December 8th, 2024 1951 Bond Street Green Bay WI
Meal Prayer By Ruth Prochazka
Meeting Presided by Debby Hansen-President
10:30 - 11:00 Social
11:00 - 12:00 Membership Meeting Noon - Dinner
12:00 - 2:00 Entertainment: Emily Sculliuffo, Freelance Pianist.

I. Pledge of Allegiance
Il.Introduction of guests:
A. Trinity Pesko Miss Czech - Slovak US Queen, 2024-2025
B. Megan Moucha, Czech - Slovak WI State Queen, 2024-2025
C. Karen Karset-Mischicot, Lynn Hlinak, Joy’s friend, Rick from Manitowo
lll. Acknowledgement of Chairperson Jim Young - Thank you to the Rock Garden for hosting our club's
Christmas Party.
IV. Approval of minutes from the 10/12/24 board meeting.
V. Previous Event: Pout August 11, 2024. Jeff Rabas made a motion followed by a 2nd motion; the motion
was passed.
VI. Reports
A. Treasurer Report Gail Johanek: Correction to newsletter 6/18/24 Balance ending in .06 cents instead of
.05 cents as stated.
. *Incorporate membership under treasurer as dues are sent to Gail.
. Pageant Update-Susan Krubsack: introduced the 2 Czech queens. Trinity Pescko and Megan Moucha.
. Scholarship Report-Betty Schleis -(4) $750 Scholarships will be awarded in 2025. Applications are
needed by the 2nd Monday in March.Online application at www.wiczech.com
. (Betty received 5 costumes from a former member. Free to anyone. Please take it from the back table.)
. Website Report: Ann Cramer is absent.
. Cookbooks/Historian: Sally Teresinski is absent. Debby Hansen gave her report. History papers
are at Cofrin Library UWGB. A brochure with information about cookbooks/how to order is
available. 4th Class Media Rate postage is used
H. Newsletter Update: Tom - The printed version of the newsletter has 8-12 pages. An electronic
version may have more pages due to mail costs. The next deadline for the newsletter is January
27, 2025. Tom added the 2021-2022 newsletters and three more years of letters history to the
website.
I. Unfinished Business:
J. Survey results were reviewed with no questions.
K. Microphone/Sound System
a) Red bucket in the back of the room for donations for a new sound system
VII. New Business A big thank you to the board members for ending their terms and for their years of service
a. Carol Sisel - absent
b. Jim Young- present Betty Schleis-present
c. Orvand Karen Konop — absent
d. **Present gift cards***
L. We received resignations from:
1. Karen Konop’s resignation as co-treasurer.
2. Orv/Karen as membership committee chair resignation. Moving membership duties to the
Treasurer, Gail Johanek. To be confirmed at the January Board meeting.
M. Joe Kvitek chaired the election of new board members. Ballots were handed out and counted by
Joe Kvitek and Gale Kronforst.
Running For Secretary: Phyllis Ripley-Secretary for Happy Hoppers Dance Club. She retired from
Northeast Wisconsin Technical College in 2020 after 25 years. Czech club member for 1 %2 years. My
better half is Joe Kvitek, he is Czech.
Running for Board:
Mary Johnson - not present
Gloria Kaminecki-retired nurse and retired from the Polish National Board
Jim Young - Member for 7-8 years. Retired Lamers Tour bus driver.
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Jim Young won as Board Member and Phyllis Ripley for Secretary
A. Looking to create a list of venues for our clubs' events. Jim Young suggested
adding Riverside Ballroom as a venue. We have had a problem with Eddie Whipp’s and others. Also,
look for music other than bands. They are getting expensive.
B. The club continues to look for ideas for ways to increase membership. Perhaps, as suggested by
Jim Young, we give a few free meal tickets to the sponsors/scholarship winners to return for updates
to get them interested in our club and encourage them to join. Further discussion to be had with
Betty Schleis.
C.Trinity Pesko spoke about being the Wisconsin State Czech Queen in
2020-2023. National Queen in 2024-2025. She is 25% Czech and 25% Slovak. Trinity is 22 years
old and lives in Phillips WI. She thanks our club for their support.
D. Megan Moucha is currently Miss Wisconsin Czech Queen 2024-2025.
She just entered a nursing program in Eau Claire. Megan lives in Cadot WI on her grandfather's Century
Farm. Growing up she went to yearly polka dances.
She has been invited to several different Czech cultural events.
VIII. Masopust 2025 - March 2, 2025, is our next event.
IX. The next Board Meeting Followed by the 2025 Budget Meeting Date is:

January 18, 2025 @ 9:00 am Cup of Joy / Nicolet Room

X. Adjourn: Debby Hansen made a motion to adjourn the meeting, a second motion was made and the
motion was approved to adjourn the meeting.

Submitted by Phyllis Ripley
Secretary

Board Meeting Summary: 1.18.2025
The Christmas banquet was 12.8.24 with 58 people attending. Piano music most enjoyed.
Welcome to Phyllis Ripley as our new secretary; Jim Young was elected for a 2" term as a board
member.
Thank you to our outgoing board/committee chairs. Gift cards given to Carol Sisel, Jim Young, Betty
Schleis, Karen Konop and Orv Konop.
Received reports from chairs.
December account balance: $24,944.35 [-$1055.12 from 1/2024]
Decreasing members/financial concerns /options discussed
Purchase approved for new sound system with a cost of about $800.
Venue list started with old and new options/ costs/ group rules, etc.
2025 events:
a. Masopust: March 2, 2025 at K-City in Kellnersville with the Hayes Boys.
i. Chair: Joe Vitek
b. Scholarship Banquet: May 4, 2025. Venue to be determined
i. Chair: Pam Kronforst
c. Pout: Date and venue to be determined
i. Chair: Jim Young
d. Christmas: Date and venue to be determined
i. Chair: Josh Ledvina
10. Dinner reservations with payment must be mailed to Gail. If someone pays for dinner at the door, the
cost increases by $5/ticket.
11. The program for each event will now include the meeting agenda on back
12. Next Board Meeting: March 29, 2025 at 9 am at Cup O’ Joy
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By Debby Hansen
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Scholarship News
By Betty Schleis

The Wisconsin Czechs, Inc Scholarship Program announces its scholarship program for 2025. This year’s
scholarship will be given to four 2025 graduating seniors from public or private high school, or
homeschooled. Awarded scholarship will be $750 each.

Scholarship recipients are chosen based on their academic achievements, extra-curricular activities,
their involvement with community and organizations and financial need. Applicants are required to write
an essay about what their heritage means to them.

The following schedule applies for 2025 scholarships:

1) Applications must be received by the Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. Scholarship Committee by Monday,
March 10, 2025. No applications received after this deadline will be considered.

2) Recipients of Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. scholarships will be notified prior to the Awards Banquet
held Sunday, May 4, 2025. The recipients are invited to attend this meeting/banquet along with
family members.

The four recipients of the 2024 scholarships are: Sophia Buerosse — Brookfield, Emily Mleziva — Denmark,
Julia Shefchik — DePere, and Elisha Vogel — Green Bay

Cookbooks by Sally Teresinski

Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. sells cookbooks at meetings, festivals, events and by mail throughout the US.
The sales of these cookbooks support four annual scholarships that are awarded to high school seniors who
complete application and have a sponsor(s) who is a member of Wisconsin Czechs for at least two years.

Vaite snami: Cook with Us (1984 - red) Dobré Chutani: Good Eating (1996- white). These
two cookbooks are indexed and are companion books; about 1,100 recipes are available within the two books.
They may be purchased at the following locations:

Algoma Motors, Algoma, WI

Book Nook, Manitowoc, WI

The Czech Connection/j.vogel@tm.net

Kugel’s Cheese Mart, Lena, WI

NCSM&L, Cedar Rapids, 1A

Olde World Pastries Plus, Little Suamico, WI

LocoWisco@gmail.com
To purchase cookbooks by mail, check our website: www.wiczechs.com or contact Sally Teresinski at
(920)582-7836 or by email: sallyteresinski@outlook.com

% % % % %k

Cost is $20.00 each. For purchases thru the USPS, $3.50 is charged for shipping.
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Our Membership History

When the WI Czechs, Inc. was born in 1978,the secretary accepted new members and
dues. etc. A 2" step was to turn money to the treasurer. Eventually the membership was
assigned to the treasurer, cutting the 2"? step. And that’s our procedure today. In 1998, Ron
Shefchik, President, asked me to write the Newsletter. Ruth Prochazka, Secretary, provided me
with an updated membership list and the card file. Today we work with the current and history
card files.

The card files answer questions of scholarships, past memberships, addresses, death
notices. Today our membership list appears on Excel, a spreadsheet, used for printing your
Newsletter and notices to members.

Back to 1998. The newsletter editor wrote the newsletter, had four readers proof it, made
the labels, found a printer, folded, stapled and stamped the issues for mailing. General
Publishing in lowa was our first printer. We moved to a Wisconsin printer, Digi Corp of Neenah
and then to our current printer, Envision.

That’s where Donna Rider, Treasurer, and | met with Joni Lehr, Envision, in Winneconne. The
company moved to Neenah, and Joniis now Tom Cook’s contact. Donna and | got the best education
from Joni: membership double-checked with a national list, how to write labels, that is, spelling out
streets, avenues, etc. Envision downloaded our list, and the first mailing brought about 20 back to us.
Wrong addresses were some of the problems. Eventually we received no or few returns.

Then we went to the spread sheet and FIRST-CLASS mailing. [Board approved] Envision took care
of all the steps to getting the newsletters out. First class assured us that members received their copies.
With bulk mail, we didn’t know who may not have received his copy. As president | used the card file, and
as historian, it’s a good reference.

Sally Teresinski, Historian
We say Goodbye

Members of Wisconsin Czechs, Jean and Arnold Wanek died in December, 2024, one week apart.
We the Wisconsin members, extend deepest sympathies to family and friends in the Waneks’ passing. We
are sorry. The Waneks celebrated their Czechoslovakian heritage with the Wisconsin Czechs as members
from 2000 - 2024

Upcoming Wisconsiv Czechs, Inc. Eventy

March 2, 2025 Masopust general meeting and dance at K-City Pub and Grill 1233 Main Street
Kelnersville, WI. Music by the Hayes Boys Band — Joe Vitek chair

March 28, 2025 newsletter articles due

March 29, 2025 at 9 AM - Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. Board meeting — Cup O’ Joy — 525 N. Taylor St.; Green
Bay

May 4, 2025 Scholarship Banquet — venue to be determined — Pam Kronforst chair

Notice
1. We would like to hear from any former scholarship winners as to how the
scholarship affected your education and career.
2. We would also like you to be our guest at one of our general meetings to speak
about vour education and career.
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Masopust is the traditional Czech carnival celebration. The word Masopust comes from the old Czech language
and means “meat fast”. People wear masks, dress up in costumes, celebrate the start of spring, fertility, and give
farewell to winter. In later years it was tied to the religious event of lent and was the last chance to feast before
the beginning of the Lenten season. Most elaborate parades and major celebrations take place the last three
days of the Masopust season. However, Masopust actually starts the day after Three Kings Day in January.

The following picture essay shows some of the major parades and events:

The Grand Ball is one of the most anticipated events of Prague Carnival. Held at historic Clam-Gallas Palace.
The masquerade ball is inspired by 17" century European court traditions with participants wearing elaborate
costumes and masks. Attendees can expect live orchestra Baroque-style dances and a range of artistic

performances.

Masopust also called Bohemian Carnival include
parades, food festivals and music with
participants wearing colorful costumes and mask.
This centuries old tradition has been preserved in
Prague and is a core element of Prague Carnival.
The parades and celebrations vary quite a bit from
the more elaborate in Prague and major venues to
the more traditional celebrated in the rural areas
and villiages. To get a flavor for the variety of the
celebrations one must view both.

Many of the characters that you see in the parades are a symbol of various historical meanings as well as present
day messages. We are familiar with parade characters such as the bear, mare, bass, and various animal and
mythological characters. Today unpopular political figures also appear.
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(above) Women
dressed in their
Kroj in the
Rostoky Masopust
parade, a village
near Prague.

(right) Street
Sweepers leading
the Masopust
parade.
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(Top) Clowns leading
children in a Masopust
parade. There are many
activites designed for
children. (middle) Priest
blessisng people taking
part in the parades.
(bottom) Last rites for
the bass.
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Masopust parades and their
characters. However, another
feature of the Masopust period,
which actually starts January 6, is
the number of costume balls that
take place. They are not all

| masquerade balls. Two are
featured at the right. A Moravian
group (top right) performs
alternately with a group from the
Czech Republic. The picture
below is from the costume ball
held in Ratiskovice, CZ on
January 21, 2025. The costume
balls have elaborate dress
depicting the regions folk lore.
They feature dulcimer and brass
bands. It is difficult to get the true
| flavor of what it is like in the
celebrations during Masopust
period in a few pictures so [ have
included some links below that if
you put them in your computer
browser it will take you to some u-
tube videos that I feel do a good

| job of portraying the feeling of the
celebrations.

Links to Masopust celebrations

1)

2)

https://youtu.be/tTSAv5u80V0o?si=x36fgh9ccmACX8Yf - Roztoky Masopust 2024

https://youtu.be/A8tmHwWS57BVE?si=n5XtG2nU7b0wl]I1Yz — Masopust 2024 in Pecka — it has 1,300 in
habitants.

https://youtu.be/EQLA-D-iblQ?si=Uzp3Qp9vyJ1tULIW — Masopust in Blatno, SK — it has 1,500 inhabitants

https://youtu.be/hVK_vIGIKAE?si=|T6c_zr6at2zTxGV - Costume Ball - Moravian Tynec Troop

https://youtu.be/dkoBzB6YD-s?si=luiWPJ5ZxnzGmzxc — Costume Ball in RatiSkovice — January 21, 2025 -
raffles are part of the Costume Balls

https://youtu.be/-FfiM1FLbkI?si=34jtfS12dOI2vAP2 — Masopust in Budikov 2023 — smaller village parade
house to house celebrations



https://youtu.be/tTSAv5u8OVo?si=x36fqh9ccmACX8Yf
https://youtu.be/A8tmHw57BvE?si=n5XtG2nU7b0wJIYz
https://youtu.be/EQLA-D-ibIQ?si=Uzp3Qp9vyJ1tULJW
https://youtu.be/hVK_vTGlKAE?si=jT6c_zr6at2zTxGV
https://youtu.be/dkoBzB6YD-s?si=IuiWPJ5ZxnzGmzxc
https://youtu.be/-FfjM1FLbkI?si=34jtfS12dOI2vAP2
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Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. Masopust meeting/Banquet and Dance

DATE: Sunday March 2, 2025

WHERE: K-City Pub and Grill
1233 Main Street
Kellnersville, WI 54215

TIME: 10:00 — 11:00 Social Time and Bake Sale
11:00 - 12:00 Meeting
12:00 - 1:00 Dinner and Raffle — also 50/50 raffle
1:00 - 5:00 Dance — music by The Hayes Boys

MENU: Serving family style broasted chicken and Roast Pork
With sauerkraut and dumplings, kneecaps
COST: Dinner and Dance with tip included:

Adults: $25.00 Koblihy givengut during many of the
Dance only $10.00 Masopust parades.

Raffle items welcome — Dress in your Kroi — Reservaations are due February 21, 2025

Return this portion B Return this portion S B TR

Reservation
I / We wish to renew our membership in the Name:
Wisconsin Czechs, Inc.
Please find $ for my /our membership Name: Phone #
dues for __ years through the yr. 20 :
Annual membership dues are $12.00 per person. Guests:
Gifts
I/We would like to contribute a donation.
to the following fund: # adults attending @ $25.00ea=$
Scholarship Fund $
Pageant Fund $ Total amount sent in: $

I/We would like to make a donation $

Reservation fees are Non Refundable

in memory of:
Write checks payable to Wisconsin Czechs, Inc.

Name: Return Paid Reservations and/or Memberships to:
Address: WI Czechs

) Gail Johanek — Treasurer
City: State:_ 1008 Nicolet Ave.
Zip: Email: Green Bay, WI 54304
Phone: Cell:

Comments:






