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Naše České Dĕdictví (Our Czech Heritage)   

Wisconsin Czechs, Inc.    

The Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. was organized to promote the cultural achievements 

of the Czech and Slovak people. This is achieved through the study and celebration 

of the art, music, literature, language and history of the lands.  

Organized in 1978, the club is cultural and non-political. Membership is open to all 

persons of Czech, Moravian or Slovak ancestry and those interested in 

Czechoslovakian heritage.  

Our ancestral home is made up of the Czech Republic including the provinces,  

Bohemia and Moravia. The Slovak Republic, to the east of The Czech Republic, is 

also a part of our heritage.  

The Wisconsin Czechs’ activities include the promotion of the Czech heritage and  

culture through four meetings held each year, and attendance and participation in  

other ethnic festivals and events in the state.   

The Wisconsin Czechs sponsors a scholarship program.  

The scholarships are financed through the selling of cookbooks which include 

ethnic recipes. Scholarships are awarded to qualifying high school seniors who are 

members or have a parent, or grandparents who are members of the Wisconsin 

Czechs, Inc. and have been members for at least the past two years.   

Meetings: Masopust, Scholarship, Pout’ and Christmas   
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MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 
EVENT: Masopust, March 2nd,  2025K-City Pub in Kellnersville 

Pledge of Allegiance 
I. Introduction of Guests: Two foreign exchange students currently at Kewaunee High School - 

Sarah Szongott & Bautista Culzoni, Dave & Becky Pytak, Kate & Doug Elwell, Kathy Wojta, Amy 
Baumgarten, Pat & Grace Greatens, Judy & Claude Peterson, Dennis Schleis, Janice, David, 
Dorothy Jirikovec, Bill Siebold, Karen Kohn, Tom & Jana Markvart, Rae Ann & Harry Schroeder, 
Ann & Glenn Sosnosky. 

II. Approvals/corrections of minutes from Dec 8, 2024. Jim Young made a motion, Jeff Rabas 
seconded motion, motion passed. 

III. Chairperson Joe Kvitek and committee along with staff. 75 reservations for dinner, (Six no 
shows), 3 new members, 6 renewals, 41 for dance, 50/50 Raffle $126.50 ($68 am, $58.50 pm), 
bucket raffle $176, sound system donations $82. 

IV. Committee Reports 
A. Treasurer: Gail Johanek- Currently there are 192 members and 44 have unpaid dues.  

2025 membership dues are being taken.  

B. Pageant: Susan Krubdsck -This year’s pageant will be held in Phillips, WI on June 21 & 22. 
C. Scholarships: Betty Schleis -We do not have any graduating seniors for scholarship awards 

yet this year. Applications are due by March 10, 2025 
D. Cookbooks: Sally-Money goes to scholarship programs. 
E. Newsletter: Tom-Pictures with links to the celebrations and events in the Czech 

Republic.are in the newsletter, instead of writing an article. Tom would like a report on the 
students who have received scholarships, to find out how it has affected their careers. 
March 28, 2025, is the newsletter deadline.  E-mail Tom with any suggestions. 
A motion was made by Jim Young, seconded by Gail Johanek, motion passed. 

        VI   Unfinished Business 
A.  Sound system approved. The PV 6,000 sound system has been purchased.  

B.  Venue List …available now for committee chairs. Contact Phyllis Ripley for updates. 

VII New Business 

A. 2025 event chairs: Masopust/Joe Kvitek; Scholarship/ Pam Kronforst; Pout/Jim Young; Christmas/Josh 

Ledvina 

B. Please note: A change in program reservations/pay $5.00 extra at door for events. 

C. Event agendas will be on the back of our programs. 

D. Budget meeting:  approved 2025 budget…$12,175…which is the same as 2024 & 2023. 

a. We decreased our Donation amount by $500 (now $500) and added $500 to our  

Newsletter. (now $3500) 2024 cost increased from $255 to $567/print & mailing. 

A motion was made by Pam Kronforst, seconded by Jim Young, motion passed. 

V. Upcoming Czech Events 

A.  Scholarship Banquet: Pam Kronforest is chairman. The date is Sunday, May 4, 2025.  Venue to be 

decided. 

B. Pout: Jim is chairman. Date to be determined in August 2025.  A vote was taken whether we should 

have a polka band. The vote was approved.  Jim is looking into having a Heritage Farms Czech Event. 

VI. Next Board Meeting: Saturday, March 29, 2025 at 9 am at Cup O’ Joy 

VII. Questions/Concerns: None 

VIII. Adjourn- A motion was made to adjourn by Joe Kvitek, seconded by Pam Kronforst, motion passed. 
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Wisconsin Czech, Inc.  Scholarship  News by Betty Schleis - scholarship chairperson 

 Sunday,  May  4, 2025  is  the  date set  for  May Scholarship  Banquet  which  will  be  held  at  the  Swan 
Club, 875 Heritage  Road,  DePere,  Wisconsin.  At  the  banquet,  the Wisconsin Czechs, Inc.  will  award 
our scholarships  of  $750.00 each  to  three 2025  graduating seniors.  These  students  will 
graduate  this  spring from  either  a  public  or  private high  school.  The  three 
scholarship  recipients  are  invited to  read  their  essays  at  the May  banquet  regarding  their 
Czech/Slovak  heritage. 

 The scholarship  committee  members  are:  Kathy Kochan, Jeff Rabas,  Mary Ann Rabitz,  Judy 
Yanda.  and  Betty Schleis.  More Information  about  the Scholarship  Banquet  can be  found  on  last 
page  of  this  newsletter. 

CONGRATULATIONS    2025 SCHOLARSHIP   RECIPIENTS   ARE: 

  Claire Carriere -  Black River Falls High School -Claire is sponsored by her grandmother: Ann (Vojta) 
Cramer.   Katie Ledvina - Luxemburg-Casco High School-Katie is sponsored by her father & mother:Josh 
& Jessica Ledvina.   Gracie Robinson-Algoma High School - Gracie is sponsored by her grandparents: Jeff 
and Jean Rabas. 

Cookbooks News by Sally Teresinski 

Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. sells cookbooks at meetings, festivals, events & by mail throughout the US. The 
sales of these cookbooks support four annual scholarships that are awarded to high school seniors who 
complete application & have a sponsor(s) who is a member of Wisconsin Czechs for at least two years. 

    Vařte snámí: Cook with Us (1984);  Dobré Chutání: Good Eating (1996). These two cookbooks 
are indexed & are companion books; about 1,100 recipes are available within the two books.  They are 
available at the following places. 

* Algoma Motors, Algoma, WI    

*  Book Nook, Manitowoc, WI 

* The Czech Connection/j.vogel@tm.net 

* Kugel’s Cheese Mart, Lena, WI 

* NCSM&L, Cedar Rapids, IA 

* Olde World Pastries Plus, Little Suamico, WI 

* LocoWisco@gmail.com 

    To purchase cookbooks by mail, check our website: www.wiczechs.com or contact Sally Teresinski at 
(920)582-7836 or by email: sallyteresinski@outlook.com  

http://www.wiczechs.com/
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Quote by Rudy Kodesh from Sheila Kodesh-Barr –“a good Bohemian has a glass of beer in 
one hand and poppyseed in his teeth” 

Board Meeting 3.29.2025 Summary 

Attendees:  Josh Ledvina, Joe Kvitek, Phyllis Ripley, Pam Kronforst, Jim Young, Gail Johanek, 
Tom Cook and Deb Hansen. Guest: Gale Kronforst.  Attending per Zoom:   Betty Schleis, 
Ann Cramer, Sally Teresinski  

>Our financial audit occurred on 3.3 25. The books were noted to be very well organized 
and everything balanced.  Thank you, Gail.   
>Our membership is currently 192.  41 members have not paid 2025 dues. 
>We had only 3 scholarship applicants for 2025.  A recommendation was made by the 
scholarship committee to increase, for 2025 only, the amount to $1000.  A discussion was 
held and a vote followed which was unanimous to keep the amount of the scholarship at 
$750 as stated for this year.  We all believe that the amount should be incrementally 
increased for all future scholarships.  
>Heritage Hill opportunities to be further followed up by Jim Young 
>New sound system: our old wired microphone cord  was repaired. Looking at further 
repair of cordless microphone or need to buy a new one. 
>Scholarship Banquet to be held at the Swan Club on 5.4.25. 
 >Pout’:  8.10.2025 to be held at Kellnersville with the Jerry Voelker band 
>We discussed further raffles at our events.  Josh and Debby to check in legal parameters. 
>Our Zoom was renewed at a yearly cost of $159.90 
> A donation to the Sister City 2025 Commemorative Bronze Medallion was approved in the 
amount of $250.00. 
>Next Board Meeting:  6.21.2025 at 9 am at Cup O’ Joy 
 

Dekuji mnohokrat 

Thank you very much to the following people who made donations to Wisconsin Czechs, 
Inc. 
Donations in Memory of Eugene Psenicka and daughter Eunice - $10 from Elizabeth for 
Eugene - $100 from - Jeff Rabas for both 
Donations in memory of Nathan Elwell and Dorothea and William Jerabek - $750 from Kate 
and Doug Elwell 
Donations in Memory of Ardis and Rudy Kodesh - $200 by Anita Kodesh-Drost, Sheila 
Kodesh- Barr and Mary Linder (all sisters of Dan Kodesh) 
Bucket sound system donations - $61.50 
Previous anamous sound system donation - $ 200. 
Previous anamous sound system donations- $100. 
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UPCOMING WISCONSIN CZECH EVENTS 

A.  Scholarship Banquet on May 4, 2025; Swan Club; 875 Heritage Rd.; DePere, WI 
B. Board Meeting – 6-21-25 at 9 AM Cup O’Joy, 625 Taylor St. Green Bay 
C.  Pout’ - Sunday, August 10, 2025-@ Kellnersville Bar and Banquet 

 
OTHER UPCOMING CZECH EVENTS 

A.  June 6-7: New Glarus Polka Fest 
B.  June 14-25:  Willard Polka Fest 
C. June 6-8  Czech Beer Fest Madison, WI; 1129 E. Wilson St.; view event details at workingdraftbeer.com 
D.  June 13-14:  Czech Slovak Festival in Phillips 
E.  October 28-11.1:  CGSI bi-annual meeting in Kansas City 

 

Czech Organizations in the U.S. 

The United States is home to the world’s largest Czech compatriot community, numbering some 1.3 million 
people.  There are over a hundred Czech compatriot associations in the entire United States maintaining and 
promoting the Czech heritage, traditions, and culture.  Many of these organizations have web sites that are useful 
for genealogical research.  They also have activities related to traditions and historical events of the Czech settlers 
of their particular area.  To search for a listing of these organizations and their links put the term “Czech 
organizations in the U.S.” in your web browser.  For link to Czech educational opportunities in the U.S. search 
Czech language courses that can be used to fulfill the language requirements for graduation. 

Technical Education in the Czech Republic 

The Czech Government’s new economic strategy for 2025 focuses on developing human capital through science 
and technology education with the aim of putting the country among the top ten In EU by 2040.  Since tech 
graduates continue to earn 20% more than their peers in non-tech fields the universities are expanded their 
opportunities in such areas as AI and cybersecurity.  While Czech students have always done well in the math and 
science areas compared to other international students they are hoping to duplicate this success in the technical 
fields.  A list of the top technical programs in the Czech Republic are listed below: 

• #1 Charles University in Prague 

• #2 Masaryk University in Brno 

• #3 Czech Technical University in Prague 

• #4 University of Chemistry and Technology, Prague 

• #5 Brno University of Technology 

• #6 Palacky University in Olomouc 

• #7 University of South Bohemia 

• #8 University of Ostrava 

• #9 University of Hradec Králové 

• #10 Technical University of Liberec 

To view links each of these universities along 
with their specialties, enrollment statistics, 
faculty make-up and additional details about 
them copy and paste in your browser: 

Top ten best technical colleges in the Czech 
Republic for Tech enthusiast 

Note about the Pout’ newsletter 

For the July – August Pout newsletter we plan on mailing everyone 
with an e-mail address an electronic version of the newsletter.  If you 
are receiving the paper version you will still receive that version in 
addition to the electronic version. With rising postal rates we are 
trying to switch to as many electronic copies as possible.  If your e-
mail address has changed or you do not have one listed please 
contact Tom at: franann@bayland.net 
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Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. Scholarship banquet/meeting
 

Date:       Sunday May 4, 2025 

 

Where:  Swan Club 

Swan Club  
875 Heritage Rd. 

  DePere, WI  
 

Time:  11:00 – 12:00 PM   Social Time 

  12 :00 – 12:45 PM  Dinner 

12:45      Membership Meeting; 50-50 Raffle Drawing; Scholarship presentations 
 

Menu: broasted chicken, mashed potatoes, stuffing, gravy, veg du jpur, coleslaw dinner rolls knee caps 
 

Cost:  Dinner with tip included:     

Adults: $20.00        

Children: (10 and under): $10.00 
 

 

Is your Membership current  - Check the date after your name  on the address label
 

 

 

Return this portion            -------------------------------------- 

Membership Renewal and Gift Form 

I / We wish to renew our membership in the 

Wisconsin Czechs, Inc.   

Please find $_______ for my /our membership 

dues for ____  years through the yr. 20_____.     
Annual membership dues are $12.00 per person 

 

Gifts 

I/We would like to contribute a donation  

to the following fund:   

Scholarship Fund $___________________   

Pageant Fund $ ______________________ 
 

I/We would like to make a donation $___________  

in memory of:______________________________                   

Name:  __________________________________ 

Address:  _________________________________ 

City:_________________________State:_______ 

Zip: ________Email:________________________ 

Phone: _______________Cell: _______________  

Comments:________________________________

__________________________________________ 

 

 

Return this portion  ---------------------------------------------- 

Reservation for  Scholarship Banquet   
 

Please return by: Friday, April 25, 2025 

Name:____________________________________ 

Name: __________________Phone #___________ 

Guests:___________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

# adults attending ____@ $20.00 ea = $__________ 

# children (10 and under) ___@ $10.00 ea = $______ 

Total amount sent in: $______________________ 

 

Reservation fees are Non Refundable 

 

Write checks payable to Wisconsin Czechs, Inc.  

Return Paid Reservations and/or Memberships to: 

WI Czechs 

Gail Johanek – Treasurer   

1008 Nicolet Ave. 

Green Bay, WI 54304 




