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Nase Ceské Dédictvi (Qur Czech Heritage)
Wisconsin Czechs, Inc.

The Wisconsin Cpechs, Inc. was organized to promote the cultural achievements
of the Coech and Slovak people. This is achieved through the study and celebration

of the art, music, literature, language and history of the lands.

Organized in 1978, the club is cultural and non-political. Membership is open to all
persons of Crech, Moravian or Slovak ancesiry and those interested in

Chur ancestral kome is made up of the Czech Republic including the provinces, iy —am |
Bohemia and Moravia. The Slovak Republic. to the east of The Czech Republic, i , . ' |

alro a part of our heritage,

The Wisconstn Czechs’ activities include the promotion of the Coech heritage and -
mﬂwﬁhﬂﬂmmﬂfﬂﬁM}w.ﬂmfmndamwmm T |

other ethnic festivals and events in the siare,

The Wisconsin Crechs sponsors a scholarship program.
The scholarships are financed through the selling of cookbooks which include

ethnic recipes. Scholarships are awarded to qualifying high school seniors who are
members or have @ pareni, or grandparents who are members of the Wisconsin
Crechs, fnc, and have been members for at least the past two vears.,

Meetings: Masopust, Scholarship, Poul” and Christmas
The Wisconsin Czech Choraliers present Crech folk music to anyone requesting their program, The
Choraliers sing in English and Crech languages. If you would like to hire them for an event, call-
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President’s Message

Happy Spring to all! Happy April...| hope! Aprilis a
bit mischievous as it's the best month to
experience all 4 seasons in one day from lingering
winter to summer peeking in.

Thank you to all who attended Masopust 2024 an
February 11th at the Rendezvous. | saw lots of
smiles, heard laughter, noted teamwork, watched
skillful dancers and recognized deep friendships.
It was a fun aftemoon with a tasty lunch, a short
membership meeting and music provided by the
Sugar Bush Boys. These events are the blocks of
our'Wl Czech life quilt. Each block is different and
additive to our history as an crganization.

As we continue with our other 2024 events, we will
face a few concarns. One of the challenges will be

| venues requiring 8 minimum of 75 plates served

per event. The attendance at the last 3 evants has
been about 50, 50 a minimum of 75 plates may
present some financial concerns. The Board will
digcuss this issue at our April meeting along with
ideas to increase our membership. Ways to
engage and spark the interest of youth/voung
adults Is important to sustaining any and all
organizations. Our heritage is rich and deep. The
W1 Czechs have worked hard to gather the history,
create history and shara with all. Every member
has @ voice and therefore is & part of all the
decisions made to keep our organization strong.

| am happy to say that we have one candidate,
thus far, for the Miss Czech-Slovak W pageant.
Should there be other family membersirelatives
interested, please contact Susan Krubsack,

I look forward to seeing you in May at our
Scholarship Banquat.

Thank you,
Debby Hansen, President Wisconsin Czechs, Inc
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Transfers to checking
Total Savings #1301
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|5 701973

'$ 405156
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|§ 405400
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119.70

| $ 11,402.47

£ 23,386.09




February 11, 2024

The Rendezvous
Luxemburg, WI

Prior to the start of today's meeting, Jlim Young introduced our new president and the 2024 board
members. He explained the reason why we needed a new president and the process that the board went
through to obtain our new and current president Debbie Hansen.

The official meeting started at 12:16pm with the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance by all attending
members.

There were fifty-one members that signed up for today’s event. Past president Tom Cook gave a gift of
gratitude to all the out-going board members. An extanded gratitude was given to Jim Young for baeing the
chair of today's event. All visitors that attended today were acknowledged and thanked for bei ng hare.

The approval of the Christmas meeting’s secretary’s report was approved with a motion by Gail Johanek
and seconded by Jim Young. The correction of replacing Karen Konop with Carol Vengrowsky for the
making of the names tags was duly noted and replaced.

Treasurer Gail Johanek gave her report. There were no questions regarding this information. The report
will be filed for audit.

Qur current membership stands with 267 current members. Karen Konop reported that we have 123
nonpaid members as well as 144 paid members. If anyone is interested in the names of our members she
has a list at her table at the back of the hall for viewing.

There was no further update on the Miss Czech-Slovak W State Queen Pageant other than the date for the
2024 year will be June 14™ and 15™ in Phillips, Wi. Any qualified candidate should contact Susan Krubsack
or Kathy Kochan for information.

Betty Schleis indicated that the checks for the 2023 scholarship winners had been sent out to all four of
the students. All applications for the 2024 WI Czech Scholarship are due on March 11, 2024. Once again
there will be four awards given. Applications are available. There is a list of all the past scholarship
recipients on the back table if anyone is interested.

Sally Teresineki indicated that she ia still and always working on the history of our club. She also noted
that we have a new inventory of cookbooks and businesses that sell our books are always listed in our
newsletter.

Tom Cook, our newsletter chair, indicated that he has currently sent twanty electronic coples of our
newsletter to members. The balance is sent via US mail. You may also find a copy of the newsletter on
the Wisconsin Czech website as well as the letters from the 2023 calendar year. He also indicated that he
is diligently working on getting as many previous newsletters digitized for future reading on the site. Ann
Cramer was unavailable today to present her website report.

{continued on page 4)
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The updates to the procedural manual and by-laws will be completed by the next board meeting, which is
Saturday, April 6 2024 at the Cup O'loy in Green Bay at 9am. The board is also looking at redirecting the
two financial CDs that will be coming due in the fourth quarter of 2024. Further information to the
membership will be shared.

Our next event is our annual Scholarship Meeting to be held at Susters Arcade in Denmark, Wl. Pam
Kronforst is the chairperson for this May 19, 2024, event. All information for this event will be available in
the upcoming newsletter. Chairpersons for the remainder of the calendar year's avents are August/Pout-
Josh Ledvina, December/Christmas-Jim Young and March 2, 2025/Masopust-Joe Kvitek.

Future Czech events are the 2024 CGSI Symposium April 20-21, 2024, in Cedar Rapids, 1A. In June the
Pageant in Phillips, W1 as previously stated as well as the National Czech Slovak Pageant in Wilbur, NE on
August 3 and 4, 2024, The last event is the Czech and Kolache Festival being held at The Heritage Farm on
Hwy 42, just outside of Kewaunea, Wi,

As there was no more information to share with the attendees the meeting adjourned at 12:41pm with a
mation from Tom Cook and a second by Jack Schleis. The motion so moved.

The Sugarbush Boys shared their music for the remainder of the afternoon for dancing and everyone’s
listening enjoyment.

Respectfully submitted,
Carol A Sisel, Secretary
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Upcoming Wisconsin Czech events
May 10, 2024; Deadline for reservations for the Scholarship Banquet/Meeting
May 19, 2024 Scholarship Banquet Meeting; Susters Arcade; 117 M. Wall St.; Denmark, Wi
June 23, 2024 Board maeeting; 9 A.M.; 525 N. Taylor 5t.; Green Bay, Wi
August 11, 2024 Pout meeting and dance; Eddie Whipp"s Hall, 5073 State Highway 29, Poland, Wi
Other state and National Czech events
April 28 - May 6, 2024 Two River's Sister City trip to DomaZlice, Czech Republic

May 7, 7 PM - 9PM; Sokol Milwaukee membership meeting via Zoom; guest send request a Zoom link by
sending an e-mail to: info@sokolmilwaukee.org

June 24-25, 2024; Wisconsin Czech/Slovak queen pageant: Phillips, Wi
August 3-4, 2024; National Czech/Slovak queen pageant: Wilbur, NE
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Cookbooks

Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. sells cookbooks at meetings, festivals, events and by mail
throughout the US. The sales of these cookbooks support four annual scholarships that
are awarded to high school seniors who complete application and have a sponsor(s) who
15 a member of Wisconsin Czechs for at least two years.

VaFte snami: Cook with Us (1984 - red)
Dobré Chutdni: Good Eating (1996- white)

These two cookbooks are indexed and are companion books; about 1,100 recipes
are available within the two books. They may be purchased at the following locations:
Algoma Motors, Algoma, W1
Book Nook, Manitowoe, W1
The Czech Connection / jvogel@tm.net
Kugel’s Cheese Mart, Lena, WI
Loco WisCo (@gmail.com
NCSM&L, Cedar Rapids, 1A
Olde World Pastries Plus, Little Suamico, W1

oW B % % B

To purchase cookbooks by mail, check our
website: www.wiczechs.com or contact Sally
Teresinski at (920)582-7836 or by email:
sallyteresinski@outlook.com

Cost is $20.00 each. For purchases thru the
USPS, $3.50 is charged for P&H.

Our History

The 2023 file of our history has been deposited with the Wisconsin State Historical
Society in its collection at UW-Green Bay. The Cofrin Library houses these collections in
the Library’s Archives. Cofrin Library can be reached at (920) 465-2540. You can access
the collections at hitps://www. uwgb.edu/archives/ or, https://search.library, wisc.edu/
Call me if you have questions about the deposits.

In charge of estate collections of passed members, who ask where to donate, 1
check first with NCSML in Cedar Rapids. Not all materials are accepted by the 3-4
libraries/museums that arc offered these collections. Those, including Czech language
books, and Czech music cassettes, not accepted by music libraries, are still with me. S0,
I will have a table of these items for you to take at the Scholarship meeting on May 19,
2024. Young or older, you may see histories, places, pictures or music, that may help you
in further learning about your heritage. Any donations are added to the scholarship fund,
Sally Teresinski, Historian
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Scholarship for 2024

This year’s scholarships will be given to four 2024 graduating seniors from public or private
high schools. Awarded scholarships will be $750 each. The scholarship awards day will
be held at: Susters, 117 N Wall St, Denmark, W1 on Sunday May 19, 2024. It will begin with
a social hour at 11:00 A.M. The meal will be served at 12:00 noon. The day’s program will
begin with a general meeting at 12:45 P.M. conducted by our president, Debby Hansen.
The Scholarship committee members will introduce to you this year's award winners.

Betty Schleis - scholarship chairperson

MNote - In past newsletters | have asked to hear from previous scholarship winners what
the scholarship meant to them and where their careers have taken them. The following is
a letter that | received from Karen Kucera Ryan about her experiences. | would welcome
anyone else to share their experiences as well. You can contact me at
franann@bayland.net.

Karen Kucera Ryan

Middleton, Wi

April 2023

I received a scholarship from the Wisconsin Czechs in 1984,
which was the year that | graduated from high school and also
happened to be the first year of its scholarship program. As | was
soon to be heading off to pursue an undergraduate degree in
Finance (and French) at UW-Madison, the scholarship meant a
lot. Not only did it provide financial assistance but was also an
early recognition of my achievements and efforts that provided a
timely boost in confidence.

: In the middle of my undergraduate business studies at UW-
Madison, | tr,mk: the opportunity to join the UW-Madison study abroad program at the
University d Aix-Marseille in Aix-en Provence, France, where | studied for a full academic
year at this French university. At the midpoint of the year, my parents visited me and we
travelled to Prague, which was a wonderful experience, and historic because we were
there in the late1586/early 1987 before the Berlin Wall came down in 1989.

Then, right after my graduation, a couple of years later, | did a summer bank internship in
Marseille followed by a 3-month bank internship in Istanbul, Turkey. All this international
travel truly opened my eyes to the growing globalization taking place, not just in business,
but in all aspects of life.

(continued on page 7)
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In 1995, | returned to UW-Madison for a Masters Degree in Public Affairs. The end of my
first semester coincided with the birth of my and my husband’s first child, a son.
Needless to say, the remaining 3 semesters of graduate school were quite a bit more
challenging, with a baby at home. (We had a lot of help from my Czech parents! Marz —
Kucera)

My 28-year career has centered around UW-Madison. Kee ping to my international
interest, my first job, which lasted 18 years, was with a small research group on campus
that promoted end of life care policy for patients both in the U.S. and globally. | had the
opportunity during these years to travel to many countries, including Austria, Switzerland,
Hungary, Norway, China, the Philippines, Georgia, Ukraine, Colombia, Italy, Ireland,
Scotland, and Romania. The second stage of my career, now approaching 11 years, has
turned back a bit to my Finance degree. | work at UW-Madison’s central research
administration office as a grant accountant for federal grants that have been awarded to
UW-Madison. Definitely a different type of work, but just as rewarding in many ways.

| hope to visit the Czech Republic again. Maybe I'll take my husband, Tom, there
sometime and we can both discover modern Prague. We have 3 children: a 27-year-old
son and 19-year-old twin daughters who we adopted from the Philippines when they were
9 months old. Our family is now a wonderful mix of Czech, Irish, and Filipino - and we all
like to travel!

Dekufie mnohokrat Vitejte
Thank you very much to the following people | Welcome to the following people who
who made donations to the Wisconsin recently became members of Wisconsin
Czechs, Inc.: Czechs, Inc.:
Ann Williamsen Dan Kodesh - Hudson, Wi
Bernadine Williamsen Mike Mleziva - Denmark, Wi
Charles Mara Vaclav Lojka - Czech Republic
Marilyn Miller Marion Van Dreal - Green Bay, Wi

Bev Wicinsky — Conover, WI

The Miss Czech-Slovak Wisconsin State Queen Pageant will be held June 14 and 15,
2024. Elk Lake Park, Phillips. Looking for Queen Candidates (ages 17-25). Application
deadline is May 31, 2024. Contact Susan Krubsack J

o™

e

Is your membership current? Check the date after your name on tha mailing label. The year your
membership expires is listed thare.
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Honoring Our Members

Orv and Karen Konop

We certainly know Orv Konop for his music and as director of the Crech Choraliers. But he also has a rich
genealogical background. His Great-grandfather, Joseph, was born in the District of Klattau, Bohemia in 1825. He
married Kathrina Rabitz in the village Tlumaov in 1846. Joseph and Katherine started their life together in
Tlumatov. In 1861 along with thair 4 children they decided to ernigrate to America arriving at the port of Baltimore.
From there they traveled to Franklin where they farmed with their 8 childran.

Orv's grandfather, John (1861-1936) was born in Bohemia and brought to the United States at the age of 2 months.
In 1862 John married Margaret Nemitz. In 1891 they purchased farmland in the township of Franklin in Kewaunee
County near the village of Stangleville. John and Margaret had three children, Margaret passed away in 1885 at the
age of 37. In 1896 John married Mary Bauer and they had ten children, one was Edward, Orv's father.

Edward was self-employed most of his life. In his younger years he was a truck driver picking up milk from area
farmers and hauling it to the nearest cheese factory. He married Elerens Gibson. They had two sons, Donald, and
Qrville, After being divorced Edward purchased land a rnile west of Stangatvilla and moved a garage there which he
converted into a tavern (it was called Konop's Tavern, now called Shelia). Orvand his brother lived with thair fathar
and were raised in the Stangleville area. It served as a stopping place for many of the Czech farmers in the araa,

Orv and his brother attended a one room school with classmates whose families were of Czech heritage. This
enabled themn to learn about thelr own heritage from them. This along with hearing the Czech language spoken and
sung at his father's tavern enabled them to learn the Czech language. This was also the start of Orv learning that
music and celebrations were an impartant part of the Czech culture, This was tha start of Onv's love of music.

In the slxth grade, with encouragement from his aunt and uncle who lived with them, and a Kewanee music teachar
Orv began taking music lessens. By the time Orv was a junior in high school, he was asked to join a dance band
starting his career in music. In 1957 he joined a group called the Jay Andy Danca Band which played for school
dances and Friday night sox hops. With a desire to play more Czech style music, he took the opportunity to join the
Rusa Zimmmerman Orchestra. This was an 8-plece band
that played popular Czech style music polkas and
waltzes for weddings and dances. They played
throughout Wisconsin, Upper Michigan and Minnesota.

While working a time job and playing music on weekends,
Orvwas able to marry his high school sweetheart, Karen,
on May 14, 1960. Music has bean a big part of their lives
throughout their marriaga. In addition to a full-time job,
Orv continued playing with bands featuring the Czech
style of music. He played with the Gene LeBotte
Orchestra for a few years and then with the Gene Heier
Orchestra for 19 years.

Throughout his life he loved playing old time music. He

the Two Rivers Sister City event. musicians all over the state.
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At one point Orv had his own seven-plece band [on YouTube search Ory Konop and OK Dance Band play *Elsie
Polka®). In addition to playing old time music Orv shared his musicl talant by playing in the Packer Lumbearjack
Band during the Lombardi years. He was alsa 8 member of the Allouez Village Band for 40 years.

Current Czech members know Orv for being the director of
the Czech Choraliers for many years, but he also promated
the Crech culture and music in several other ways. He has
sarved as co-chairperson of the Czech and kolache fastival
held at the Heritage Farm in Kewaunee for many years. He
and the Czech Choraliers have presented the Czach style
of music at assisted living and nursing homes, the Heritage
Farm, Kroc Community Center's International Days, and
othaer community events throughout the state,

Karan, in additon to being a full-time mother to their four
children, worked part time as a bookkeeper for a trucking
firm. In Orv and Karen's 65 years of marriage they have
much to share with their 4 children, 9 grandchildren and 2 s
great-grandchildren. At present she is the co-treasurer for Orv and Karen at the 2024 Masopust meeting.
the Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. and has kept cur membership
up to date,

The Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. organization is deeply indebted to Orv and Karen for all that they have done over the
years promoting the organization and the Czech style of music throughout the midwest,

*******tt**********ttt*******'ﬂ:***tt*********‘i*t*********ii*

In Memory

\ Sadly, we say goodbye to Roxanne Kovars, a good friend, good teacher and a

loyal friend to the Wisconsin Czechs. She died on March 11, 2024, Growing up on a
farm in Muscoda in a Czech community, she spent summers with her family, farming
and enjoying her heritages, one being the Czechoslovaks.

Graduating as the valedictorian from Muscoda HS, she studied at Wisconsin
State College, now UW-Whitewater, and eamed a business education degree. She
taught business and business law, her entire career, at Oshkosh High Schools.

L}
A member of Wisconsin Czechs from its inception in 1978. Roxanne, as coeditor of Dobré Chut ', spent
hundreds of hours preparing the book. She interacted with the committee of 13, always
the patient and good teacher. She also took part in indexing both the organization’s cookbooks, which support
the scholarship program, healthy and still, supported in part with cookbooks’ proceeds. She took part in
quarterly programs and meetings. She is a beautiful part of our legacy, Roxanne traveled to Europe, several

times to the now, Czech Republic, reuniting with familics and friends. She will be missed.
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Wiscensin Czechs, Tne. Spensered Candidate por Misa Wisconsin Cgech Pageant

Delaney Marie Boho will be 18 on May 13, 2024. She is a senior at
- Phillips High School in Phillips, W1. She is planning on extending her
education at Milwaukee Technical College to be a real estate broker.
At the Miss Czech Slovak W State Pageant, she will be representing
Tabor in the Kozdcko Region of the Czech Republic. Delaney's great
Al auked _ grandfather was born in Tabor. Delaney is a hard-working young
O Area Y i, woman who, while taking college classes during her junior and
']'a,;u.'l‘m“-'f"‘ et ' senior years in high school, worked at three different jobs. She is very
Collcge motivated. Delaney has attended the Phillips pageant with her
' grandparents Greg and Bonnie Welch, since she was three years old.
At the age of eight, she started being a little sister at the pageant. Her
first gueen was Anna Hand who was the Miss Czech/Slovak USA
Queen. Delaney was so motivated by Anna that she announced then
that she wanted to be the national queen when she grew up. She
went on to the royal court and now she is invoking the pageant committee on that endeavor to be Queen,

One Life, a movie worth seeing

The movie One Life was released on March 15, 2024 and is also available on DVD, The subject of this movie,
Sir Nicholas Winton, was the topic of a presentation at the Wisconsin Czechs 2009 Scholarship meeting by
George Droust, Council of Higher Education, Chicago, and who was Honorary Consul of the Czech Republic
for lllinois, Indiana and Wisconsin. This movie reminds me of Schindler's List and the Parable of the Starfish.
Omne person can make a difference in the world. The following is an on-line review of the movie.

The film One Life is a biographical drama directed by James Hawes. The movie centers around Winton's heroic
efforts to save predominantly Jewish children from the Nazi-occupied Czechoslovakia, The film sheds light on
Winton's courageous mission to transport these vulnerable children to safety, away from the horrors of Hitler's
death camps, and to place them with British foster families.

The storyline captures the urgency and compassion of those critical times, as Winton races against the clock to
save lives. Fifty years later, haunted by the fate of the children he couldn’t rescue, Winton grapples with guilt
and grief. A live BBC television show unexpectedly reunites him with surviving children—now adults—
allowing him to finally come to terms with his past

One Life is a poignant tribute to the indomitable spirit of humanity during one of history’s darkest periods, This
powerful drama serves as a reminder of the resilience and compassion that can emerge even in the bleakest of
times, Information from the Internet. by Tom Cook

I am looking for information on any of the early cheese factories that were operated or had cheese
makers of Czech or Slovakian decent. If you know the name of the factories or cheese maker could you
e-mail that information to me at franann@bayland.net. Thank you. Tom Cook
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Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. Scholarship Banquet/Meeting
DATE: Sunday May 19, 2024

WHERE: Susters Arcade
Susters Arcade
117 N. Wall Street
Denmark, W1
TIME: 11:00am:  Social Hour
12pm: Dinner
12:45 — 1:30 Membership Meeting/50-50 Raffle Drawing

MENU: broasted chicken, mashed potatoes, stuffing, gravy, coleslaw, cranberries,
rolls, and assorted desserts

COST: Dinner with tip included:

Adults: $20.00
Children: (8 years old and under) $9.00

_Reeurm iy portion  g<——
Mambership Renewal and Gt Form

I/ We wish to renew our membership in the

Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. Please return by: Friday, May 10, 2024
Please find $ for my four membership Name:
dues for year(s) through the yr, 20

Anmual membership dues are $12.00 per person. Name:

(zifts Guests:
I'We would like to contribute a donation,

to the following fund:

Scholarship Fund §
Pageant Fund $ _ # adults attending @ $20.0) ca=§
I'We would like to donate # children (8 and under) (@ $9.00 = §
in memory of;
Total amount sent in: $

Name:
Address: Reservation fees are Non-Refundable
City: Stmte;__
Zip: Email: Write checks payable to Wisconsin Crechs, Inc.

; 3 Return Paid Reservations and/or Memberships to-
Comments: _ Gail Johanek — Treasurer

1008 Nicolet Ave.
- Green Bay, W1 54304




