
 

NEWSLETTER 

  Červenec /Srpen 2024 

July/August 2024 

4482 Cook Road 
Oconto, WI 54153 

Dobrý den From Wisconsin Czechs, Inc 

Naše České Dědíctví Our Czech Heritage 



For information regarding 

this organization, Czech 

food, Czech music and 

links to other Czech sites 

go to: www.wiczechs.com  

 

Website Editor 

Ann Cramer 

(920) 979-3551 

cramerann@ntd.net  

 

Send information for the November - December 

newsletter by October 15, 2024 

to: franann@bayland.net 

 phone: (920) 835-5607  

 

Naše České Dĕdictví (Our Czech Heritage)                        

Wisconsin Czechs, Inc.                                

The Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. was organized to promote the cultural achievements 

of the Czech and Slovak people. This is achieved through the study and celebration 

of the art, music, literature, language and history of the lands.  

Organized in 1978, the club is cultural and non-political. Membership is open to all 

persons of Czech, Moravian or Slovak ancestry and those interested in 

Czechoslovakian heritage.  

Our ancestral home is made up of the Czech Republic including the provinces,  

Bohemia and Moravia. The Slovak Republic, to the east of The Czech Republic, is 

also a part of our heritage.  

The Wisconsin Czechs’ activities include the promotion of the Czech heritage and  

culture through four meetings held each year, and attendance and participation in  

other ethnic festivals and events in the state.   

The Wisconsin Czechs sponsors a scholarship program.  

The scholarships are financed through the selling of cookbooks which include 

ethnic recipes. Scholarships are awarded to qualifying high school seniors who are 

members or have a parent, or grandparents who are members of the Wisconsin 

Czechs, Inc. and have been members for at least the past two years.   

Meetings: Masopust, Scholarship, Pout’ and Christmas   

The Wisconsin Czech Choraliers present Czech folk music to anyone requesting their program. The  

Choraliers sing in English and Czech languages.  If you would like to hire them for an event, call: 

(920)432-1556.   

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Officers 
President 

Debby Hansen 
(414) 828-2111 
debbyhansen2015@gmail.co
m 
 
Vice-President 
Joe Kvitek 
920-242-8659 
joekvitek@gmail.com 
 
Secretary 

Carol Sisel (2024) 

(920) 901-1058 

csisel@charter.net 

 

Treasurer 

Gail Johanek 

(920) 455-9875 

 

Membership 

Karen & Orv  Konop 

(920) 432-1556 

okkonop@aol.com 

 

Board Members 
Pam Kronforst (2025) 

(920) 639-8795 

pmccrarykronforst@ymail.com 

 

Josh Ledvina (2026) 

(920) 609-6162 

jledvina80@yahoo.com  

 

James Young (2024) 

(920) 619-5920 

jamesyoung1426@gmail.com  

Scholarship Chairperson 
Betty Schleis 

(920) 863-8232 

jackbettys@yahoo.com  

 

Cookbook & Historian 
Sally Teresinski  

(920) 582-7836 

sallyteresinski@outlook.com 

 

Pageant Chairperson 
Susan Krubsack 

(920) 637-0302 

Susank1029@hotmail.com  

 Choraliers Director  

Orv Konop  

(920) 432-1556  

okkonop@aol.com  

 Newsletter Editor 
Tom Cook 

(920) 835-5607 

franann@bayland.com  

 

 

Cover photo:  The Chodland Festival and St. Lawrence 
Pilgrimage In Domažlice, Cz is a 3 day celebration 
where the people dress in their native costume and 
features folk music from all over the Czech Republic.  
The event this year is from August 9-11, 2024.  Please 
wear your Kroj to our Pout’ meeting. 
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2024 Scholarship Banquet 
Susters Arcade 
Denmark WI 
May 19th, 2024 

 
The 2024 Scholarship event started at 12 O’clock noon with the dinner prayer recited 
in Czech by Ruth Prochazka.  After dinner was finished the winner of the 50/50 raffle 
was announced by Pam Kronforst.  The winner is Jim Surfus.   
 
Debby Hansen introduced Betty Schleis as the chair of the Scholarship Committee.  
Betty Schleis introduced the members of the Scholarship Committee.  The other 
members are Kathleen Kochan, Rose Quinlan, Mary Ann Rabitz and Judith Yanda. 
 
Betty then introduced each 2024 scholarship recipient independently.  After their 
introductions. each lady presented her winning essay.  The 2024 recipients are as 
follows:   
 Sophia Buerosse attends Brookfield East High School.  Her member sponsor is 
her grandfather John Maresh.  Sophia’s post high school plans are to attend the 
University of Iowa at which she will pursue biology with a concentration of cellular 
genetics and research. 
 Emily Mleziva attends Denmark High School.  Her member sponsor is her father 
Michael Mleziva.  Emily will attend the University of Wisconsin-Madison where she 
will pursue a degree in Biology. 
 Julie Shefchik attends West DePere High School.  Her member sponsor is her 
grandmother Mary Jo Shefchik.  After graduation Julie will attend the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison.  Her degree of interest is to become a Bio Medical Engineer.   
 Elisha Vogel attends Denmark High School.  Her member sponsor is her 
grandmother Mary Ann Vogel.  Elisha will be attending the University of Wisconsin-
Madison where she will pursue a degree in Biology. 
Everyone in the Wisconsin Czech organization wishes great success to these four 
women.   

přeji vám všechno nejlepší….I wish you all the best 
 

The official meeting was called to order by President Debby Hansen at 12:59 pm with 
everyone present reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Debby extended a thank you to the membership, scholarship winners and their 
families for attending today’s event.  Pam Kronforst was thanked for being the 
chairperson for today’s event as well as the staff of Susters for preparing the delicious 
food.  
 
The approval of the minutes of the Masopust meeting was made with a motion by Jeff 
Rabas and a second by Jim Young.  The motion so moved with acceptance by the 
membership. 
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Gail Johanek indicated that her treasurer’s report listed in the last newsletter is the 
current report.  Jeff Rabas made a motion to approve the report with a second from 
Jack Schleis.  The motion so moved. 
 
Orv Konop reported that our current membership is 177 members.  All members are 
current with their organizational dues.  We currently do not have any new members 
to report. 
 
Susan Krubsack reported we have one candidate for the 2024 Czech-Slovak Festival 
held on June 14-15, 2024.  Miss Vogel lives in Phillips, Wisconsin. The Wisconsin 
Czechs are proud to sponsor her. 
 
Sally Teresinski indicated that she has items on her table that are free for the taking.  
These items have been donated from various member estates.  When she receives 
them, she first asks the National Library in Cedar Rapids, IA if it is interested in any 
material.  Then she also asks two other organizations in St Paul, MN and the other in 
Kewaunee, WI if they are interested.  Some items are musical recordings and also 
information on how to learn the Czech language. 
 
Tom Cook is taking over the Facebook page of the WI Czechs.  He needs to touch base 
with Kathy Kochan to educate him on our page.  It needs to be updated and have 
current information for all the members and anyone else that may be interested.  He 
is also working on getting the current and past newsletter on our website.  It is a work 
in progress.  Tom also requested information about any cheese factories from the 
Kewaunee and Manitowoc County areas.  He indicates that many of these factories may 
have been founded by Czech Immigrants.   If anyone has information for news article 
please contact Tom Cook. 
 
The results will be presented to the membership at the Pout in August 11th.  Debby 
also indicated that the two CDs the organization has have been combined to receive a 
better interest rate. 
 
An idea was presented for future entertainment.  The member thought of getting Pat 
Dewane who does a performance called “The Accidental Hero”.  Members who have 
seen this performance gave great reviews.   Tom Cook indicated that when he was in 
Domažlice, Czech Republic the response from the Czech people was much respected. 
 
Jim Young brought up the topic of the club getting a sound system that will work at our 
events.  Today’s system did not work the best.  He indicated that Orv Konop has a 
system that he is willing to sell.  Orv indicated the system may be too strong of a system 
for our applications.  Jeff Rabas interjected that the Algoma Chamber has a system that 
we may be able to use for our events.  This may be an alternative to purchasing a 
system.  Debby Hansen indicated that this be tabled until the board meets and discuss 
the options.   
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Debby asked the membership if anyone appreciated having the membership agenda placed on the 
table for them to follow along.  The consensus is that all appreciate it.  She will continue to have 
them at all of our meetings.  She also indicated that a summary of the minutes from the last board 
meeting are at the back table for anyone to read.  In the future a summary of the board meeting 
minutes will be placed in the newsletter.  There are also letters that the club received if anyone is 
interested and may read.   
 
The next two organizational meetings will be held at Eddie Whipp’s.  The Pout’ will be held on 
August 11, 2024 with music by The Musical Brass.  The Christmas party will be held on December 
8, 2024. 
 
Three Czech are scheduled. On June 14-15, 2024 is the Miss Czech/Slovak WI State Queen Pageant 
will be held in Phillips, WI.  The Slovak-American Day will be held in Croatian Park, Franklin, WI on 
July 28, 2024.  Lastly, the National Czech/Slovak Queen Pageant will be held on August3-4, 2024 in 
Wilber, NE. 
 
Debby Hansen closed the meeting with an invitation to the scholarship winners to return and let us 
know how their college adventures go.  She also indicated that there will be a drawing of names for 
the table decorations.   
The meeting closed at 1:29pm with a motion from Jeff Rabas and second by Jim Young.  The motion 
moved.   
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Carol A Sisel 
WI Czech Secretary 
 

JUNE 29, 2024:  Board Meeting Summary  By Debby Hansen 

Our Board meeting at Cup O’ Joy began with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by roll call. Committee reports 
were given.  Financially, our current checking, savings, and CD balance is $23,934.79. Our paid membership for 
2024 is 177.  The cookbook inventory is 75 red cookbooks and 86 white cookbooks.  As cookbook sales 
support our scholarship fund, we continue to rely on vendors and individuals to sell our cookbooks.  Our 
scholarship banquet at Suster’s was wonderful with 51 reservations.  Each recipient of a scholarship read her 
essay to the members.  Such a joy to talk and interact with these young individuals! Thank you to Sally for 
continuing to organize our history for the UWGB Archives.  

We completed updating the WI Czechs, Inc. Procedure manual, By-laws and Policies. We will present the 
changes to members for approval at Pout, August 11, 2024.  As we are looking at venues and entertainment 
for our members, we continue to discuss keeping with traditions while looking at finances and different 
opportunities for cultural enhancement. Covid has changed the world; all organizations struggle.  We will 
survey attendees if they prefer an increase in the ticket price for an event that features a dance band twice a 
year or prefer to look at speakers, single performers, 1 polka band/ year, etc.  Ideas welcome!   

We discussed microphone and speaker options for our events (as presented by Pam and Tom).  We 
looked at the need/portability/ options/pros and cons of borrow, rent or buy. More to follow.  

Thank you to all who give of their time and talents! It is so appreciated.  
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Scholarship news 

By Betty Schleis 

The Wisconsin Czechs, Inc awarded four scholarships of $750.00 each at the dinner meeting on Sunday, May 19 2024 at the 
Susters Arcade in Denmark.  The four scholarship recipients are: Sophia Buerosse,  Julia Shefchik, Elisha Vogel and Emily 
Mleziva. 

Sophia Buerosse is from Brookfield East High School.  She is wanting to get a Bachelors-Masters degree in Biology at 
University of Iowa or University of MN-Twin Cities.  Her parents are Stacy and James Buerosse.  Her sponsor is her grandfather, 
John Maresh 
Emily Mleziva is from Denmark High School.  She will be attending U.W. Madison.  She plans to get a Bachelor of Science in 
Biology/Nursing and a double major in Spanish.  Her parents are Tammy Lee and Michael Mleziva.  Her sponsor is her father, 
Michael Mleziva. 
Julia Shecfhik is from West DePere High School.  She will be attending U.W Madison.  She is planning to Major in Biomedical 
Engineering-minor in Business and French.  Her parents are Amanda and Thomas Shefchik.  Her sponsor is her grandmother, 
Mary Jo Shefchik. 
Elisha Vogel is from Denmark High School.  She will be attending U.W. Madison.  She plans to major in Biology with a minor in 
Psychology or Spanish.  Her parents are Patricia and Steven Vogel.  Her sponsor is her grandmother Mary Ann Vogel. 
These applicants were choosen because of their academic achievements, extra curricular and school activities.  The 
scholarships are payable second semester after a transcript of the student’s first semester grades is sent to the scholarship 
committee chairperson. 
The scholarship committee members are Kathleen Kochan, Rose Quinlan, Mary Ann Rabitz, Judith Yanda and Betty Schleis, 
Chairperson.  We are grateful that there is adequate funding for the four scholarships.  We hope members are generous in the 
organization’s fund-raisers so that we can continue to award four scholarships.  We thank you for your generousity.  Donations 
to the scholarship fund are always welcome. 

Editor’s note:  We always like to hear from past scholarship winners about what the scholarship has meant to you and about 
your experiences.  Please e-mail to franann@bayland.net.  Since the scholarship program started in 1984 a total of $72,700.00 
in scholarships have been awarded to 151 students. 

mailto:franann@bayland.net


Wisconsin Czechs, Inc.   July/August (Červenec/Srpen) 2024       page 7 

 

Cookbooks 
 Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. sells its cookbooks to support four annual scholarships that are awarded to high 

school seniors. The books are Vařte snámí: Cook with Us (1984-red) and Dobré Chutání: Good Eating (1996-

white). 

The books are companion books; there is no recipe duplication.  

About 1,100 recipes which are ethnically Czechoslovakian, are available in both books. Each has an 

alphabetical index.  
These cookbooks may be purchased at the following locations: 

* Algoma Motors, Algoma, WI    

*  Book Nook, Manitowoc, WI 

*        The Czech Connection / jvogel@tm.net 

* Kugel’s Cheese Mart, Lena, WI 

* LoCo WisCo @gmail.com 

* NCSM&L, Cedar Rapids, IA 

* Olde World Pastries, Little Suamico, WI 

If you would like to purchase one or both, or any number of the cookbooks, call or email me and I 

will bring them for you at the pout’,   August 11, 2024. 

 

One Big Item Crossed off my Bucket list – by Tom Cook 

Eleven years ago, Channel 11 Green Bay had a feature about a celebration in Pilzen, CZ honoring the 
American service men who liberated the city in May of 1945.  With the hope of someday being able to 
travel to the Czech Republic to see the celebration in person it was added to my bucket list of things to 
do.  Little did I know of the events that were to pass would enable me to do much more than I had 
originally hoped for.  These events gave me a much more thorough understanding of the original event.  
The first was Patrick Dewayne’s presentation of the Reluctant Hero.  Second was getting to know and 
work with the members of the Sister Cities program between Two Rivers, WI and Domažlice, CZ.  This led 

to Ann and my being able to 
travel with the Two Rivers’ 
group to the Czech Republic 
for the celebration In Pilzen of 
the liberation this May.  Not 
only to view the celebration, 
but to particpate in the event.  
A great learning esperience 
and being able to see the 
appreciation of the Czech 
people of all ages who had 
been liberated, lost their 
freedom, and then regained it 
again 

Between two and three hundred former U. S. army vehicles took part in 

the parade’s 11 KM route.  The audience was estimated at between 400 

and 500 thousand people 
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Pageant News 

By Kathy Kochan 

zThe Miss Czech-Slovak Wisconsin State Pageant was held on June 14-15 in Phillips, 
WI during the 39th Annual Czech-Slovak Festival.  This year there were three 
contestants competing for the title of Queen. The contestants were Delaney Boho, 
Maya Hernandez and Megan Moucha. Each contestant was judged on their private 
interview with three judges, an on stage interview, a talent, and their description and 
modeling of their Kroj (authentic costume).  The pageant also consists of the Queen 
Royal Court which involves younger girls who are not old enough to run for Queen, 
however, they compete in talent, and kroj modeling to prepare them for the 
future.  There are also Liittle Siblings who shadow the Queen contestants and the 
Royal Court during the festival.  The Wisconsin Czechs awarded an Oratory award of 
$100.00 for the contestant 
that had the highest 
combined scores of their 
private interview and onstage 
questions.  The Oratory award 
went to Megan Moucha.  For 
the third year the pageant 
was held outside at Elk Lake 
Park. Rain held off until late 
Saturday afternoon, when the 
crowd gathered under tents 
to watch the Pageant 

Finals.  The contestants gathered together on stage when the results 
were announced.  Delaney Boho was named Second Princess, Maya 
Hernandez was named First Princess and Megan Moucha was crowned 
the new Miss Czech-Slovak Wisconsin State Queen for 2024-2025. 
Megan will compete at the National Pageant in Wilber in 2025.  Trinity 
Pesko, the outgoing Miss Czech-Slovak Wisconsin State Queen 2023-
2024 will compete at the National Pageant this August 2-4 in Wilber for 
the title of Miss Czech-Slovak US. 

 

Queen candidates and the Royal Court for the 
2024 Czech/Slovak queen padgeant in Phillips 
Wisconsin June 14-15, 2024 

Queen Candidates: Delaney Boho, Maya 
Hernandes, Megan Moucha 

Delaney Boho queen candidate 
sponsored by Wisconsin 
Czechs, Inc. 
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Chodland Festival and St Lawrence Pilgrimage 

Every year, ensembles from far and wide 
come to Domažlice in western Bohemia 
to present the traditions of the region 
called Chodsko. It is a region that still 
maintains its unique customs, costumes, 
dances, and folk bagpipe music. Another 
attraction is the large traditional Czech 
faire in the historic city centre, where you 
can taste delicious Chodsko pies. 
Another important event that is part of 
the Chodsko festivities is the Sunday St. 
Lawrence Faire and mass held outdoors. 

Saint Lawrence, the national patron saint of Spain and protector against fire, was roasted alive on an iron grate in 
the 3rdcentury when he refused to hand over the Church’s treasure. A chapel in memory of this saint was promised 
by the councillors of Domažlice after the town had successfully overcome a major fire in June 1683. Two years 
later, the pious wife of the local soapmaker, Zuzana Veselá, provided for the construction when she donated the 
land on Veselá hora (Merry 
Mountain). The chapel was 
consecrated on 10 August 1685. 
In the following years, however, it 
gradually dilapidated and was 
completely closed eventually. 
The Baroque church, which was 
built in its place in the 1760s, 
was also closed down as part of 
the Josephine reforms. Until the 
mid-19th century, the building 
even served as a barn. 

In 1851, the church on Veselá 
hora was reconsecrated and the 
fame of the originally suburban 
pilgrimage dates back to that 
time. It was also sometimes called the Rabbit Fair, as the poor inhabitants of the village of Bezděkov roasted rabbit 
for their festive Sunday lunch instead of the traditional goose. Pilgrims heading to “Vavřineček”, as the whole hill 
together with the church became to be called, were greeted by a festive gate with stuffed rabbit skins and an 
inscription in the distinctive Chod dialect: “Huž sme si ho husmažíli, huž ho táhnem z trouby ven, když ste k nám na 
pouť přišli, dejte si hned kousek jen“. (Now that we have roasted him, we should drag him from the oven; since 
you’ve come to our fair, help yourself to a piece of him.) 

From the 19th century on, the festival also acquired an entertaining character: after the mass, a dancing feast 
followed, there were also chandlers’ stalls, performances of travelling actors and later also typical fun fair  

(Continued on page 10) 

The traditional Chodsko pies (kolache) common to the 
Chod area. 

The wearing of tradition dress, the playing singing, and folk music and dance 
has become a big part of the present day celebrations.  Groups from all over the 
Czech Republic come to participate in the festivities. 
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(Continued from page 9) 

attractions. Pilgrimages were one of the 
most important festivals of every village or 
town. In Domažlice, three were celebrated: 
St. John’s, St. Mary’s and St. Lawrence’s, 
of which the latest has become the most 
important over time. 

Source: https://www.visitczechia.com/en-
us/things-to-do/events/2024/08/e-
chodsko-festivities-st-lawrence-faire 

 

 

Dekuji 

mnohokrat 

Thank you very much to the following 
people who made donations to the 
Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. 

To the Scholarship fund: 

Jeff and Jean Rabas from Jim Rabas 
Scholarship fund 

Mary Ann Rabitz 

Jim Surfus 50/50 donation 

Upcoming Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. 

Events 

August 11, 2024 Pout general meeting and dance – Eddie 
Whipps – approval of By-Laws and Procedural manual 

September, 29, 2024, 9 AM - Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. Board 
meeting – Cup O’ Joy – 525 N. Taylor St.; Green Bay 

October 15, 2024 newsletter articles due 

December 8, 2024 Christmas meeting and dinner 

Other Czech Groups Upcoming Events 

August 2-4, 2024 National Miss Czech/Slovak pageant – Wilber, NE 

October 5 and 19; November 2, 20, 21, 22, and 25 – Holiday Folk Fair Baking Sessions – contact Ann Cramer at 
920-979-3551 or cramerann@ntd.net for information – Volunteers who work a 4 hour shift in the Czech food, 
sales, or exhibition booths receive a free ticket for all three days, paid parking and a Czech meal 

November 22, 23, and 24 Holiday Folk Fair – Blessed Scarament Church – 41st and Oklahoma Streets 

 

The preparing and sales of traditional Czech foods of the area is 
also a big part of the celebration. 

There is a great deal more information than 
what can be included in one article.  For 
more information type chodsko festival 
and St. Lawrence Faire into the search bar 
on your web browser.  There are also 
numerous u-tube vidieos  showing the 
events and procession 

https://www.visitczechia.com/en-us/things-to-do/events/2024/08/e-chodsko-festivities-st-lawrence-faire
https://www.visitczechia.com/en-us/things-to-do/events/2024/08/e-chodsko-festivities-st-lawrence-faire
https://www.visitczechia.com/en-us/things-to-do/events/2024/08/e-chodsko-festivities-st-lawrence-faire
mailto:cramerann@ntd.net
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Wisconsin Czechs, Inc. Pout’ banquet/meeting
 

Date:       Sunday August 11, 2024  

 

Where:  Eddie Whipps Hall  

Eddie Whipps’s Hall, 5073 State Highway Hwy. 29 

  Poland, WI 
 

Time: 10:00am:     Mass at St. Lawrence Church, Cty. Rd AB, Stangleville, WI;  Bishop David Ricken 

presiding;  Celebration of 160 years of Mass being held at St. Lawrence Church 

  11:00 am     Social hour 

  12pm:        Dinner 

12:30 – 1:30 Membership Meeting and Raffle Drawing – Door Prizes and Raffle Items Welcome 

1:30 –   4:30 Dance – Musical Brass–  Please dress in your Kroj 

 
 

Menu: family style baked and broasted chicken, mashed potatoes, dressing, gravy, 

vegetables, coleslaw, three bean salad, pasta salad, rolls, coffee, milk and desserts 
 

Cost:   Dinner and dance with tip included:      

   

  Adults: $20.00  Dance only $10.00   

 
 

Return this portion            -------------------------------------- 

Membership Renewal and Gift Form 

I / We wish to renew our membership in the 

Wisconsin Czechs, Inc.   

Please find $_______ for my /our membership 

dues for ____  years through the yr. 20_____.     
Annual membership dues are $12.00 per person. 

 

Gifts 

I/We would like to contribute a donation.  

to the following fund:   

Scholarship Fund $___________________   

Pageant Fund $ ______________________ 
 

I/We would like to make a donation $___________  

in memory of:______________________________                   

Name:  __________________________________ 

Address:  _________________________________ 

City:_________________________State:_______ 

Zip: ________Email:________________________ 

Phone: _______________Cell: _______________  

Comments:________________________________

__________________________________________ 

Return this portion  ---------------------------------------------- 

Reservation for Pout’ Banquet   
 

Please return by: Friday, August 2, 2023 

Name:____________________________________ 

Name: __________________Phone #___________ 

Guests:___________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

# adults attending ____@ $20.00 ea = $__________ 

 

Total amount sent in: $______________________ 

 

Reservation fees are Non Refundable 

 

Write checks payable to Wisconsin Czechs, Inc.  

Return Paid Reservations and/or Memberships to: 

WI Czechs 

Gail Johanek – Treasurer   

1008 Nicolet Ave. 

Green Bay, WI 54304 


